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‘Hosanna to the Son of David!’

Welcome to this Online Service

Jesus says to us „Come to me – follow me‟ and following Jesus, as
those first disciples discovered, means walking the way of Jesus,
ultimately of course, the way of the cross.
On the sixth Sunday in Lent, Palm Sunday, we follow Jesus as he
enters Jerusalem – a day of joy and expectation – the whole city
seems to be there to welcome him waving palm branches and laying
their cloaks along the road as he rides into the city, and shouting out
„Hosanna!‟ But Jesus is riding on a donkey, and the Jewish leaders are
not shouting with joy, but plotting with evil intent.
Today, we hear the accounts of some who may have been there that
day, not the famous or the main players in the drama, but the ones
we don‟t usually hear from.
Let this re-enactment take you back two thousand years, to that
moment among the crowds, to help us worship together in a new
way this Palm Sunday.
In this service we hold up our palm crosses, or another cross, to be
blessed as we recall how the Way of the Cross, is the Way of Life.
Many thanks to all who have lent their voices to make the characters in this service
come alive among us –Chris Dalliston, Keith Green, Polly Jackson, Charlotte Mantle
and Richard Oberman, and thanks also to Jo & Keith Green for leading the prayers.
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The Gathering
We sing together

Hymn
All glory, laud, and honour
to thee, Redeemer, King,
to whom the lips of children
made sweet hosannas ring.
Thou art the King of Israel,
thou David's royal Son,
who in the Lord's name comest,
the King and Blessèd One:
The company of angels
are praising thee on high,
and mortal ones and all things
created make reply:

Snowdrops in Walsingham Wood (Lent Course Week 1)
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The people of the Hebrews
with palms before thee went:
our praise and prayer and anthems
before thee we present:
To thee before thy passion
they sang their hymns of praise:
to thee now high exalted
our melody we raise:
Thou didst accept their praises,
accept the prayers we bring,
who in all good delightest,
thou good and gracious King:
Words: St Theodulph of Orleans (c.750-821)
Music: Melody by Melchior Teschner (1584-1635)
harmonized by Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

The Greeting - Linda
Grace, mercy and peace
from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ
be with you

and also with you.
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Acclamation – Brenda
Hosanna to the Son of David, the King of Israel.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Hosanna to the Son of David.
Blessed is he who comes
in the name of the Lord.
We hold up our Palm Crosses to be blessed as we greet the Messiah

Blessing of the Palms - Michelle
God our Saviour,
whose Son Jesus Christ entered Jerusalem
as Messiah to suffer and to die;
let these palms be for us signs of his victory
and grant that we who bear them in his name
may ever hail him as our King,
and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life;
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Amen.
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Guernica, Pablo Picasso (Lent Course Week 2)

The Collect - Paul
True and humble king,
hailed by the crowd as Messiah:
grant us the faith to know you and love you,
that we may be found beside you
on the way of the cross,
which is the path of glory.

Amen.
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Gospel of the Palms – Mark 11: 1-11 – read by Lesley
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.

Glory to you, O Lord
When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany,
near the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples and said to
them, „Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter
it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it
and bring it. If anyone says to you, “Why are you doing this?” just
say this, “The Lord needs it and will send it back here
immediately.”‟ They went away and found a colt tied near a door,
outside in the street. As they were untying it, some of the bystanders
said to them, „What are you doing, untying the colt?‟ They told them
what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. Then they
brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on
it. Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread
leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. Then those who went
ahead and those who followed were shouting,
„Hosanna!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!‟
Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he
had looked around at everything, as it was already late, he went out
to Bethany with the twelve.
This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

7

The Return of the Prodigal Son, Rembrandt (Lent Course Week 3)

Hymn
Make way, make way, for Christ the King
in splendour arrives.
Fling wide the gates and welcome him
into your lives.
Make way! Make way for the King of kings!
Make way! Make way and let his kingdom in!
He comes the broken hearts to heal,
the prisoners to free.
The deaf shall hear, the lame shall dance,
the blind shall see.
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And those who mourn with heavy hearts,
who weep and sigh,
with laughter, joy and royal crown
he'll beautify.
We call you now to worship him
as Lord of all,
to have no other gods but him:
their thrones must fall!
Words & Music: Graham Kendrick (b.1950)
Copyright © 1986 Thankyou Music

The Light of the World, Holman Hunt (Lent Course Week 4)
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The First Palm Sunday:
Bartholomew

Music

Fling wide the gates from ‘The Crucifixion’ by John Stainer (1814-1901)
Fling wide the gates,
for the Saviour waits to tread in his royal way.
He has come from above in his power and love,
to die on this Passion day.
His cross is the sign of the love divine,
his crown is the thorn-wreath of woe,
he lays his load on the sorrowful road
and bends 'neath the burden throne.
Fling wide the gates!
The Saviour waits!
Fling wide the gates,
for the Saviour waits to tread in his royal way.
He has come from above in his power and love,
to die on this Passion day.
To die on this Passion day.

10

The First Palm Sunday:
Dora the Donkey

Hymn
There's a man riding in on a donkey,
there's a man, and they say he's king!
And the palm leaves are waving a welcome
and the voices of the people sing:
Sing hosanna, sing hosanna,
sing hosanna to the King of kings!
Sing hosanna, sing hosanna,
sing hosanna to the King!
Why a king riding in on a donkey?
Why a king wearing no fine crown?
Where the drums, where the high-sounding
cymbals
if a king is riding into town?
Hear the voice of the King on a donkey!
Hear the joy of the news he brings!
He is Jesus, the Son of the Highest.
He is Jesus and the King of kings!
Words: Paul Wigmore (1925-2014)
Music: arranged by John Barnard (b.1948)
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The First Palm Sunday
Simon

Music

Hosanna, Heysanna
from
‘Jesus Christ Superstar’
by Andrew Lloyd Webber (b. 1948) & Tim Rice (b.1945)

Hosanna, Heysanna,
sanna sanna Hosanna Heysanna
Hosanna Hey J.C., J.C,
Won't you smile at me
Sanna Hosanna Hey Superstar.
Tell the rabble to be quiet
we anticipate a riot, this common
crowd is much too loud.
Tell the mob who sing your song
that they are fools and they are
wrong. They are a cursethey should disperse!
Hosanna, Heysanna,
sanna sanna Hosanna Heysanna
Hosanna Hey J.C., J.C.
You're alright by me
Sanna Hosanna Hey Superstar.
Why waste your breath
moaning at the crowd?
Nothing can be done to stop
the shouting - if every tongue
were still the noise would still
continue: the rocks and stones
themselves would start to sing!
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Hosanna, Heysanna,
sanna sanna, Hosanna Heysanna
Hosanna Hey J.C., J.C.
Won't you fight for me?
Sanna Hosanna Hey Superstar.

Christ in the Wilderness: Consider the lilies, by Stanley Spencer (Lent Course Week 5)

The First Palm Sunday
Daniella

Hymn
You are the King of glory,
you are the Prince of Peace,
you are the Lord of heaven and earth,
you're the Son of righteousness.
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Angels bow down before you,
worship and adore, for
you have the words of eternal life,
you are Jesus Christ the Lord.
Hosanna to the Son of David!
Hosanna to the King of kings!
Glory in the highest heaven
for Jesus the Messiah reigns!
Words & Music: Mavis Ford
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The First Palm Sunday
A Member of the Temple Police

Music
Hosanna to the Son of David
by Orlando Gibbons (1583-1625)

Sung by the Choir of Peterborough Cathedral
Hosanna to the Son of David:
blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Blessed be the King of Israel;
blessed be the Kingdom that cometh in the name of the Lord:
peace in heaven, and glory in the highest places;
Hosanna in the highest heavens.
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Prayers - led by Jo & Keith Green
Lord Jesus, on this day
you rode into Jerusalem and were greeted as a King;
rule in our hearts today
and help us walk the way of the cross this Holy Week.
Lord of the cross,

hear our prayer.
Lord Jesus, on this day
the people shouted „Hosanna‟
and then later, „Crucify!‟
May our churches be less divided,
for we all proclaim you as Lord.
Lord of the cross,

hear our prayer.
Lord Jesus, on this day
you came to save all the earth;
we pray for our troubled world,
for all places of conflict and struggle,
for all who work for justice and peace.
Lord of the cross,

hear our prayer.
Lord Jesus, on this day
you carried on your work of healing;
be with those who are ill,
all who suffer, all who are broken-hearted.
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Lord of the cross,

hear our prayer.
Lord Jesus, on this day
you gave yourself for us,
bring comfort to those who earthly journey is almost done;
through your cross and resurrection you bring new life to all.
Lord of the cross,

hear our prayer.

Lord Jesus, Saviour, King,
Servant of all,
as we walk the way of the cross
may we find in you,
the forgiveness of sins,
the power of love,
and the promise of life eternal.

Amen.
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Wild ponies by the River Ise (Lent Course, Week 6)

The Lord’s Prayer
Lord Jesus, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father,
who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name;
Thy kingdom come;
Thy will be done;
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
But deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
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The power, and the glory,
For ever and ever.
Amen.

Music
Hosanna to the Son of David
by Thomas Weelkes (1576-1623)
Sung by St Martin’s Singers

Hosanna to the Son of David,
Blessed be the King that cometh
in the name of the Lord, Hosanna.
Thou that sittest in the highest heav’ns,
Hosana in excelsis Deo.
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The Peace - Linda
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in
the highest
The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.
We share peace with those we are with, and with those we join with
in worship, near and far, in this world and in eternity.

Final Prayer - Paul
Lord Jesus Christ,
you humbled yourself in taking the form of a servant,
and in obedience died on the cross for our salvation:
give us the mind to follow you
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and to proclaim you as Lord and King,
to the glory of God the Father.

Amen.

Hymn
Ride on, ride on in majesty!
Hark, all the tribes hosanna cry:
O Saviour meek, pursue thy road
with palms and scattered garments strowed.
Ride on, ride on in majesty!
In lowly pomp ride on to die:
O Christ, thy triumphs now begin
o'er captive death and conquered sin.
Ride on, ride on in majesty!
The wingèd squadrons of the sky
look down with sad and wondering eyes
to see the approaching sacrifice.
Ride on, ride on in majesty!
The last and fiercest strife is nigh:
the Father on his sapphire throne
expects his own anointed Son.
Ride on, ride on in majesty!
In lowly pomp ride on to die;
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bow thy meek head to mortal pain,
then take, O God, thy power and reign.
Words: Henry Hart Milman (1791-1868)
Music: Adapted from a chorale in Musicalisches Hand-Buch, Hamburg 1690

Blessing - Linda
May the Father,
who so loved the world that he gave his only Son,
bring you by faith to his eternal life.
Amen.
May Christ,
who accepted the cup of sacrifice
in obedience to the Father‟s will,
keep you steadfast as you walk with him the way of his cross.
Amen.
May the Spirit,
who strengthens us to suffer with Christ
that we may share his glory,
set your minds on life and peace.
Amen.
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.

Amen.
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Final Acclamation – Michelle
Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory.
On this day you rode into Jerusalem in triumph,
yet for our sake you humbled yourself
and became obedient unto death,
even death on a cross.
Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory.

Music at the End - Malcolm Williamson - Procession of Palms
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