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Lent 2021

Second Sunday in Lent
28th February 2021
‘Take up your cross and follow me’

Welcome to this Online Service

Jesus says to us ‘Come to me – follow me’ and following Jesus, as
those first disciples discovered, means walking the way of Jesus,
ultimately of course, the way of the cross.
On the second Sunday in Lent, there are more endings that become
beginnings. Abram and Sarai, towards the ending of their lives,
become the means of another beginning as God’s covenant with his
people will see them bring forth a son in their old age to be the
beginning of a multitude. Jesus, having been declared to be the
Messiah by Peter on the heights of Caesarea Philippi, immediately
begins to talk of his betrayal, suffering and death. Peter, and the
disciples cannot see it yet, but this will give rise to the greatest
ending-that-is-a-beginning of them all.

Many thanks to all assisting with this Service today,
especially Alison Oberman and David Richardson
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The Gathering
The Greeting - Linda
We meet in the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

The Lord be with you

And also with you.

Call to Worship - Michelle
O Lord, open our lips

and our mouth shall declare your praise
O Lord, open our eyes

that we may behold your
presence
O Lord, open our ears

that we may hear your call
O Lord, open our hearts

that we may respond
to your love
O Lord, open our lives

that we may rejoice in your creation.
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We sing together

Hymn
At the name of Jesus
every knee shall bow,
every tongue confess him
King of glory now:
‘tis the Father’s pleasure
we should call him Lord,
who from the beginning
was the mighty Word.
Humbled for a season,
to receive a name
from the lips of sinners
unto whom he came,
faithfully he bore it
spotless to the last,
brought it back victorious
when from death he passed:
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Name him, Christians, name him,
with love strong as death,
but with awe and wonder
and with bated breath:
he is God the Saviour,
he is Christ the Lord,
ever to be worshipped,
trusted and adored.

Surely, this Lord Jesus
shall return again,
with his Father’s glory,
with his angel train;
for all wreaths of empire
meet upon his brow,
and our hearts confess him
King of glory now.
Words: Caroline Maria Noel (1817-177)
Music: CAMBERWELL John Michael Brierley (b.1932)
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Prayers of Confession - Brenda
God shows his love for us
in that, while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
Let us then show our love for him
by confessing our sins in penitence and faith.
We are often slow to follow the example of Christ.
Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.
We often fail to be known as Christ’s disciples.
Christ, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.
We often fail to walk the way of the cross.
Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

Absolution –

Michelle

Almighty God,
who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
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Amen.

Kyrie
from Mass for Four Voices, William Byrd (1543-1623)
sung by The King Singers
Kyrie eleison
Christe eleison
Kyrie eleison

Lord, have mercy
Christ, have mercy
Lord, have mercy

The Collect - Paul
Almighty God,
you show to those who are in error the light of your truth,
that they may return to the way of righteousness:
grant to all those who are admitted
into the fellowship of Christ’s religion,
that they may reject those things
that are contrary to their profession,
and follow all such things as are agreeable to the same;
through our Lord Jesus Christ,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Amen.
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The Liturgy of The Word
First Reading –

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16- read by Alison Oberman

A reading from the book of Genesis.
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to
Abram, and said to him, ‘I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be
blameless. And I will make my covenant between me and you, and
will make you exceedingly numerous.’ Then Abram fell on his face;
and God said to him, ‘As for me, this is my covenant with you: You
shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. No longer shall your
name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made
you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. I will make you
exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall
come from you. I will establish my covenant between me and you,
and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an
everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after
you. God said to Abraham, ‘As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call
her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. I will bless her, and moreover
I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to
nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.’
For the word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation – all join in singing:

Praise to you, O Christ, our Saviour,
Word of the Father, calling us to life;
Son of God who leads us to freedom:
glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ!
You are the Word who calls us out of darkness;
You are the Word who leads us into light;
You are the Word who brings us through
the desert:
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

Praise to you, O Christ, our Saviour,
Word of the Father, calling us to life;
Son of God who leads us to freedom:
glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ!
You are the one whom prophets hoped
and longed for;
you are the one who speaks to us today;
you are the one who leads us to our future:
glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

Praise to you, O Christ, our Saviour,
Word of the Father, calling us to life;
Son of God who leads us to freedom:
glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ!
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Words & Music: Bernadette Farrell (b.1957)

Gospel – Mark 8:31-38 – read by Brenda
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.

Glory to you, O Lord

Jesus began to teach his disciples that the Son of Man must undergo
great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and
the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. He said all
this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke
him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and
said, ‘Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on
divine things but on human things.’
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, ‘If any want
to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their
cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose
it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the
gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole
world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in return for
their life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this
adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be
ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy
angels.’

This is the Gospel
of the Lord.

Praise to you,
O Christ.
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Hymn
Take up thy cross, the Saviour said,
if thou wouldst my disciple be;
deny thyself, the world forsake,
and humbly follow after me.
Take up thy cross: let not its weight
fill thy weak spirit with alarm;
his strength shall bear thy spirit up,
and brace thy heart and nerve thine arm.
Take up thy cross, nor heed the shame,
nor let thy foolish pride rebel:
thy Lord for thee the cross endured,
to save thy soul from death and hell.
Take up thy cross then in his strength,
and calmly every danger brave;
‘twill guide thee to a better home,
and lead to victory o'er the grave.
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Take up thy cross, and follow Christ,
nor think till death to lay it down;
for only they who bear the cross
may hope to wear the glorious crown.
To thee, great Lord, the One in Three,
all praise for evermore ascend:
O grant us in our home to see
the heavenly life that knows no end.
Text: Charles William Everest (1814-1877)
Music: German traditional melody,
harmony probably by William Henry Monk (1823-1889)

Reflection – Linda
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Prayers - led by David Richardson
We sing as we pray

O Lord, hear my prayer,
O Lord, hear my prayer;
when I call, answer me.
O Lord, hear my prayer,
O Lord, hear my prayer;
come and listen to me.
Lord God,
your Son calls us to follow him in the way of the cross,
which is the way of love.
Help us to follow in faith.
O Lord, hear our prayer.
As inheritors of the promise given to Abraham and Sarah,
we pray for the mission of the Church,
that we may live as your people,
trusting in your word.
O Lord, hear our prayer.
Lord, you are the hope of all the world,
we pray for peace among the multitude of nations and peoples,
for an awareness that we all belong to one family under heaven.
O Lord, hear our prayer.
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O Lord, hear my prayer,
O Lord, hear my prayer;
when I call, answer me.
O Lord, hear my prayer,
O Lord, hear my prayer;
come and listen to me.
We pray for our communities and families,
for the hope of an end to lockdown in the months ahead.
We pray for those who are struggling
with loneliness and isolation.
O Lord, hear our prayer.
Lord, may your mercy be with those who suffer,
for all who are ill, and all who care for them.
May they know your strength and comfort.
O Lord, hear our prayer.
We give thanks for all who have been faithful to you
and who now rejoice in your love and peace
in the fullness of eternal life in heaven.
O Lord, hear our prayer.

O Lord, hear my prayer,
O Lord, hear my prayer;
when I call, answer me.
O Lord, hear my prayer,
O Lord, hear my prayer;
come and listen to me.
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Almighty God,
by the prayer and discipline of Lent
may we enter into the mystery of Christ’s sufferings,
and by following in his way
come to share in his glory;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Lord Jesus, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name;
Thy kingdom come;
Thy will be done;
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
But deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
The
power, and the glory,
For
ever and ever. Amen.
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Hymn
From heaven you came, helpless babe,
entered our world, your glory veiled;
not to be served but to serve,
and give your life that we might live.
This is our God, the Servant King,
he calls us now to follow him,
to bring our lives as a daily offering
of worship to the Servant King.
There in the garden of tears,
my heavy load he chose to bear;
his heart with sorrow was torn,
'Yet not my will but yours, ' he said.
Come, see his hands and his feet,
the scars that speak of sacrifice,
hands that flung stars into space
to cruel nails surrendered.
So let us learn how to serve,
and in our lives enthrone him;
each other’s needs to prefer,
for it is Christ we’re serving.
Words & Music: Graham Kendrick (b. 1950)
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The Peace - Michelle
Since we are justified by faith,
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
who has given us access to his grace.
Romans 5.1,2
The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.
We offer each other peace.

Final Prayer - Paul
Almighty God,
you see that we have no power of ourselves to help ourselves:
keep us both outwardly in our bodies,
and inwardly in our souls;
that we may be defended from all adversities
which may happen to the body,
and from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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Hymn
O Jesus, I have promised
to serve thee to the end;
be thou forever near me,
my Master and my Friend:
I shall not fear the battle
if thou art by my side,
nor wander from the pathway
if thou wilt be my guide.
O let me hear thee speaking
in accents clear and still
above the storms of passion,
the murmurs of self-will;
O speak to reassure me,
to hasten or control;
O speak, and make me listen,
thou guardian of my soul.
O Jesus, thou hast promised
to all who follow thee,
that where thou art in glory
there shall thy servant be;
and, Jesus, I have promised
to serve thee to the end:
O give me grace to follow,
my Master and my Friend.
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O let me see thy foot-marks,
and in them plant mine own;
my hope to follow duly
is in thy strength alone:
O guide me, call me, draw me,
uphold me to the end;
and then to rest receive me,
my Saviour and my Friend.
Words: John Ernest Bode (1816-1874)
Music: WOLVERCOTE William Ferguson (1872-1950)

Blessing - Linda
Christ give you grace to grow in holiness,
to deny yourselves, take up your cross, and follow him;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.

Amen.
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Final Acclamation - Michelle
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul;
O my God, in you I trust.
You are the God of my salvation;
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.
In you I hope all the day long.
O my God, in you I trust.
Remember, Lord, your compassion and love,
for they are from everlasting.
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul;
O my God, in you I trust.

Music at the end:
Parce Mihi Domine, Jan Garbarek and the Hillyard Ensemble
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