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Welcome to this Online Service
All you need is love – as the famous song goes! The Christian Gospel
demonstrates this prime importance of love – is, in essence, the story of love –
God’s love – the length, breadth, depth and height of which we cannot even
begin to comprehend. We are often amazed by how love has the power to
transform us, and so today it is a wonderful conjunction and overlaying to
celebrate both human love on Valentine’s Day alongside the Gospel account of
the Transfiguration of Jesus. Love reveals us all in our true glory, just as the
Lord is revealed in his radiant beauty. It is this radiancy that is reflected in our
human loving, for love is of God, and as we live together in love, we are held in
God’s love, and are transformed more and more into the likeness of the glory
of Christ.
Many thanks to the many people taking part in this Online Festival Celebration,
especially to Richard White, to Keith & Jo Green, to Chris & Graham Newell, Arthur
& Anita Wright, Annette & Darren Robinson, Richard & Shirley Kirk and to all the
family members of the Ministry Team who have also helped with this celebration of
love.

‘This is my Son, the Beloved, listen to him’ Mark 9:7
2

The Gathering
We sing together

Hymn
Love divine, all loves excelling,
joy of heaven, to earth come down,
fix in us thy humble dwelling,
all thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesu, thou art all compassion,
pure unbounded love thou art;
visit us with thy salvation,
enter every trembling heart.
Come, almighty to deliver,
let us all thy grace receive;
suddenly return, and never,
never more thy temples leave.
Thee we would be always blessing,
serve thee as thy hosts above;
pray, and praise thee, without ceasing,
glory in thy perfect love.
3

Finish then thy new creation:
pure and spotless let us be;
let us see thy great salvation
perfectly restored in thee;
Changed from glory into glory
till in heaven we take our place,
till we cast our crowns before thee,
lost in wonder, love, and praise.
Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788)
Music: BLAENWERN William Rowlands (1860-1937)

The Greeting – Michelle & Chris
God is love, and those who live in love
live in God and God lives in them.
We meet in the name of the One who is love:
Lover, Beloved and Love.

Amen.

The Lord of love be with you

And also with you.
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Opening Prayer – we pray together:
God of wonder and joy:
grace comes from you,
and you alone are the source of life and love.
Send your Holy Spirit and pour into our hearts
that most excellent gift of love,
that we may worship you now
with thankful hearts
and serve you always with willing minds;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Prayers of Confession – Brenda & John
Christ calls us to share the heavenly banquet of his love
with all the saints in earth and heaven.
Knowing how often we fall short
of his command to love one another,
let us humbly confess our sins.

Lord, we have failed to love as we should,
we have failed one another and you.
We are sorry and ask your mercy upon us,
according to your steadfast love.
Wash away our sins,
cleanse us from our wrongdoing,
and restore us to the joy of your salvation,
Amen.
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Absolution – Michelle
May the God of love
bring us back to himself,
forgive us our sins,
and assure us of his eternal love
in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Hymn Christ, whose glory fills the skies,
Christ, the true, the only light,
Sun of Righteousness, arise,
triumph o’er the shades of night;
Dayspring from on high, be near,
Daystar, in my heart appear.
Dark and cheerless is the morn
unaccompanied by thee;
joyless is the day’s return,
till thy mercy’s beams I see,
till they inward light impart,
glad my eyes, and warm my heart.
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Visit then this soul of mine,
pierce the gloom of sin and grief;
fill me, radiancy divine,
scatter all my unbelief;
more and more thyself display,
shining to the perfect day.
Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788)
Music: RATISBON Melody from Werner’s Choralbuch Leipzig, 1815
harmonised by William Henry Havergal (1793-1870)
and William Henry Monk (1823-1889)

The Collect - Linda
Almighty Father,
whose Son was revealed in majesty
before he suffered death upon the cross:
give us grace to perceive his glory,
that we may be strengthened to suffer with him
and be changed into his likeness, from glory to glory;
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Amen.
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The Liturgy of The Word
First Reading –

1 Corinthians 13 - read by Richard

White

If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am
a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 And if I have prophetic powers,
and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith
so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. If I give
away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned but have not
love, I gain nothing.
Love is patient and kind, love does not envy or boast. It is not
arrogant or rude, it does not insist on its own way, it is not irritable
or resentful. It does not rejoice at wrongdoing but rejoices with the
truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things,
endures all things.
Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for
tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away. For we
know in part, and we prophesy in part, but when the perfect comes,
the partial will pass away. When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I
thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I
gave up childish ways. For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then,
face to face. Now I know in part, then I shall know fully, even as I
have been fully known. So now, faith, hope, and love abide, these
three. But the greatest of these is love.
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Celtic Alleluia – led by Keith & Jo – all join in singing:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia
Spirit of God, fill our hearts,
message of truth, here among us;
Word of life and love
full of grace and full of truth.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia

Gospel – Mark 9:2-9 – read by Michelle
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.

Glory to you, O Lord

Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a
high mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before
them, and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on earth
could bleach them. And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses,
who were talking with Jesus.
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Then Peter said to Jesus, ‘Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us
make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for
Elijah.’ He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. Then a
cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice,
‘This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!’ Suddenly when they
looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus.
As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell
no one about what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had
risen from the dead.
This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.
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Anthem – Light of the world
Sung by St Martin Singers

Light of the world,
in grace and beauty,
mirror of God’s
eternal face;
transparent flame
of love’s free duty,
you bring salvation
to our race.
Now, as we see
the lights of evening,
we raise our voice
in hymns of praise;
worthy are you
of endless blessing,
Sun of our night,
lamp of our days.
Simon Lole (b.1957)
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Reflection – Paul
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Song –
Not for tongues of heaven's angels,
not for wisdom to discern,
not for faith that masters mountains,
for this better gift we yearn:
may love be ours, O Lord.
Love is humble; love is gentle;
love is tender, true and kind;
love is gracious, ever patient,
generous of heart and mind:
may love be ours, O Lord.
Never jealous, never selfish,
love does not rejoice in wrong;
never boastful, nor resentful,
love believes and suffers long:
may love be ours, O Lord
Soon will fade the word of wisdom
faith and hope will one day pass,
when we see our Saviour clearly
love it is alone shall last:
may love be ours, O Lord.
Words: Tim
Dudley-Smith
(b.1926)
based on 1
Corinthians 13
Music: Michael
Joncas (b.1951)
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.Prayers - led by Chris & Graham Newell, Arthur & Anita Wright,
Darren & Annette Robinson and Richard & Shirley Kirk
Let us pray to our God, who loves us beyond all telling.
God of unquenchable and unending love,
creator and redeemer,
from whom comes every good and perfect gift,
fill us with the riches of your grace
and breathe into our lives
the strength of your holy and life-giving Spirit.
Lord of life and love
Hear our prayer
Send upon your Church
the gift of love that puts no limit
to its faith and forbearance.
Sow in our lives the joy that comes
from sharing and grows with giving.
Lord, of life and love:
Hear our prayer.
Let peace and faithfulness abound in your world.
Give all your people patience when times are hard
and persistence with our hopes and dreams.
Lord, of life and love:
Hear our prayer.
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May kindness, born of a gracious heart,
be shown to others in a generous spirit.
Let goodness flower with forgiveness
and be the fruit of our shared life.
Lord, of life and love:
Hear our prayer.
In gentleness let us be tender with each other's dreams
and healing of each other's wounds.
May we care for one another in need
and have compassion on those who suffer.
Lord, of life and love:
Hear our prayer.
May we know you as the God of mercy and grace
who leads us through all our days in love and peace,
and calls us home to the place you have prepared for us,
your kingdom of love, joy and peace.
Lord, of life and love:
Hear our prayer.
God of love,
we ask these prayers
for ourselves,
for those we love,
and for those we find hard to love.
May the love of your Son inspire us
and your Spirit pour peace into our hearts,
for your love’s sake.
Amen.
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We bring all our prayers together in the Lord’s Prayer
as we pray:

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.
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Sonnet 116 - read by Chris

Let me not to the marriage of true minds
Admit impediments. Love is not love
Which alters when it alteration finds,
Or bends with the remover to remove.
O no! it is an ever-fixed mark
That looks on tempests and is never shaken;
It is the star to every wand'ring bark,
Whose worth's unknown, although his height be taken.
Love's not Time's fool, though rosy lips and cheeks
Within his bending sickle's compass come;
Love alters not with his brief hours and weeks,
But bears it out even to the edge of doom.
If this be error and upon me prov'd,
I never writ, nor no man ever lov'd.
William Shakespeare

Hymn
The King of love my shepherd is,
whose goodness faileth never;
I nothing lack if I am his
and he is mine for ever.
17

Where streams of living water flow
my ransomed soul he leadeth,
and where the verdant pastures grow
with food celestial feedeth.
Perverse and foolish oft I strayed,
but yet in love he sought me,
and on his shoulder gently laid,
and home rejoicing brought me.
In death's dark vale I fear no ill
with thee, dear Lord, beside me;
thy rod and staff my comfort still,
thy cross before to guide me.
Thou spread’st a table in my sight;
thy unction grace bestoweth;
and O what transport of delight
from thy pure chalice floweth!
And so through all the length of days
thy goodness faileth never:
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise
within thy house for ever.
Words: Henry Williams Baker (1821-1877) based on Psalm 23
Music: ST COLUMBIA from the Petrie Collection of the Ancient Music of Ireland, 1855
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The Peace – Paul & Lynda
To crown all things there must be love,
to bind all together and complete the whole.
Let the peace of Christ rule in our hearts.
The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.
We offer each other peace.

Final Prayer - Linda
Holy God,
we see your glory in the face of Jesus Christ:
may we who bear his name
reflect his life in word and deed,
that all the world may know his power to change and save
through his redeeming love.
This we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord.
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

19

Hymn
O God beyond all praising,
we worship you today
and sing the love amazing
that songs cannot repay;
for we can only wonder
at every gift you send,
at blessings without number
and mercies without end:
we lift our hearts before you
and wait upon your word,
we honour and adore you,
our great and mighty Lord.
Then hear, O gracious Saviour,
accept the love we bring,
that we who know your favour
may serve you as our king;
and whether our tomorrows
be filled with good or ill,
we'll triumph through our sorrows
and rise to bless you still:
to marvel at your beauty
and glory in your ways,
and make a joyful duty
our sacrifice of praise.
Words: Michael Perry (1942-1996)
Music: THAXTED from The Planets by Gustav Holst (1874-1934)
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Blessing - Michelle
May the Lord open your eyes
to his presence always with you,
and surround you with his love.
May he keep you safe under his wings
and lift your heart with hope.
May his radiance shine upon you
and transform your life to glory.
And the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
come down upon you and remain with you
and all those you love, now and always.

Amen.

21

The Dismissal - Brenda
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

In the name of Christ, Amen.

Music at the end:
Piano Concerto, Second Movement, John Rutter (b.1945)
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