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2 Sunday before Lent
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Welcome to this Online Service

Last week we turned ‘from the crib to the cross’ at the end of the
Celebration of Candlemas and today we begin the journey to Lent
for real. In exactly ten days’ time we will keep Ash Wednesday, but
for now, there is still more to discover about the identity of Jesus.
Today we hear again the deep mystery of John’s Prologue – a whole
Gospel in fourteen verses, but this time it is not held up as a way of
understanding the nativity of Jesus in the tiny baby at Bethlehem, but
of the profound Christological hymn that St Paul describes in his
letter to the Colossians. Here we see Christ as the cause and means
of all creation, as the one in whom we see everything of God. It is
perhaps even more beyond us than trying to understand how God
becomes a baby - to see that a man who lived and died as Jesus did,
is all the fullness of God. And in that we have the Mystery of
Christmas and the Mystery of Easter all in one – and this is our faith
– the foundation on which we stand!
Many thanks to all assisting with this Service today, especially to Keith & Jo Green
and Derek & Mary Harber.
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We sing together

The Gathering

Hymn
All creatures of our God and King,
lift up your voice and with us sing,
Alleluia, alleluia!
Thou burning sun with golden beam,
thou silver moon with softer gleam:
O praise him, O praise him,
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Thou flowing water, pure and clear,
make music for thy Lord to hear,
Alleluia, alleluia!
Thou fire so masterful and bright,
that givest man both warmth and light:
Let all things their creator bless,
and worship him in humbleness;
O praise him, alleluia!
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son,
and praise the Spirit,Three in One:
Words: William Henry Draper (1855-1933)
based on ‘Laudato sii, O me signore’ – Canticle of the Sun, by St Francis of Assisi (1182-1226)
Music: German Easter Hymn arr, Ralph Vaughan Williams (1972-1958)

All Creatures of our God and King, by Caitlin Lind
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The Greeting - Linda
We meet in the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

The Lord be with you

And also with you.

Opening Response – Brenda
We come from scattered lives to meet with God.
Let us recognize God’s presence with us.
A short silence is kept.
As God’s people we have gathered:

let us worship God together.
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Prayers of Confession – Michelle
Christ the light of the world has come
to dispel the darkness of our hearts.
In his light let us examine ourselves and confess our sins.
May your loving mercy come to me, O Lord,
and salvation according to your word:
Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy
Your word is a lantern to my feet and a light to my path:
Christ, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.
O, let your mercy come to me that I may live,
for your law is my delight:
Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

Absolution – Linda
May the God of love
bring us back to himself,
forgive us our sins,
and assure us of his eternal love
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

in
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Let us sing together the song of the angels, ‘All glory be to God on high’

Gloria
All glory be to God on high,
his peace on earth proclaim,
to all his people tell abroad
the glory of his name.
In songs of thankfulness and praise
our hearts their homage bring,
to worship him who reigns above,
our God and Heavenly King.
To Christ, the Father’s only Son,
O Lamb enthroned on high;
O Jesus who for sinners died
in mercy hear our cry.
Most high and holy is the Lord,
most high his heavenly throne;
the Father, Son and Spirit reign
in glory ever one.
Words: based on Gloria in excelsis
Music: KINGSFOLD arr. Jeremy Jepson (b.1973)
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The Collect - Paul
Almighty God,
you have created the heavens and the earth
and made us in your own image:
teach us to discern your hand in all your works
and your likeness in all your children;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who with you and the Holy Spirit
reigns supreme over all things,
now and for ever.

Amen.

The Liturgy of The Word
First Reading – Colossians 1:15-20 read by Lesley

A reading from the letter of Paul to the
Colossians.
Christ is the image of the invisible God, the
firstborn of all creation; for in him all things
in heaven and on earth were created, things
visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or
powers—all things have been created through him and for him. He
himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. He is
the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn
from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in
everything. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to
dwell, and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all
things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the
blood of his cross.
For the word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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Alleluia – led by Keith & Jo – all join in singing:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia
Spirit of God, come fill our hearts.
Message of truth, here among us,
Alleluia.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia
All-holy God: Father of light,
Word in our midst, Spirit and life:
Alleluia.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel – John 1:1-14 – read by Brenda
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God. He
was in the beginning with God. All things came
into being through him, and without him not
one thing came into being. What has come
into being in him was life, and the life was the
light of all people. The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome
it.
There was a man sent from God, whose name
was John. He came as a witness to testify to
the light, so that all might believe through
him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the
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light. The true light, which enlightens
everyone, was coming into the world.
He was in the world, and the world came
into being through him; yet the world did not
know him. He came to what was his
own, and his own people did not accept
him. But to all who received him, who
believed in his name, he gave power to
become children of God, who were born,
not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of
the will of man, but of God.
And the Word became flesh and lived among
us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of
a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Hymn
In Christ alone my hope is found,
he is my light, my strength, my song;
this Cornerstone, this solid Ground,
firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace,
when fears are stilled, when strivings cease!
My Comforter, my All in All,
here in the love of Christ I stand.
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In Christ alone! - who took on flesh,
fullness of God in helpless babe!
This gift of love and righteousness,
scorned by the ones he came to save:
till on that cross as Jesus died,
the love of God was magnified for every sin on him was laid;
here in the death of Christ I live.
There in the ground his body lay,
light of the world by darkness slain:
then bursting forth in glorious day
up from the grave he rose again!
And as he stands in victory
sin's curse has lost its grip on me,
for I am his and he is mine bought with the precious blood of Christ.
No guilt in life, no fear in death,
this is the power of Christ in me;
from life's first cry to final breath,
Jesus commands my destiny.
No power of hell, no scheme of man,
can ever pluck me from his hand;
till he returns or calls me home,
here in the power of Christ I'll stand!
Words & Music: Stuart Townend (b.1963) & Keith Getty (b.1974)
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Reflection – Michelle

Anthem -

Fairest Lord Jesus – arr. Martin How
11

sung by St Martin’s Voices

Fairest Lord Jesus,
Lord of all creation
Jesus, of God and Mary the Son;
thee will I cherish,
thee will I honour,
O thou my soul's delight and crown.
Fair are the meadows
fairer still the woodlands,
robed in the verdure
and bloom of spring.
Jesus is fairer,
Jesus is purer,
he makes the saddest heart to sing.
Fair are the flowers,
fairer still the sons of men.
in all the freshness of youth arrayed;
yet is their beauty
fading and fleeting;
my Jesus, thine will never fade.

Münster Gesangbuch (1677), Schoenster Herr Jesu, Herrscher alles Erden
Joseph Augustus Seiss (1823-1904), tr Lilian Sinclair Stevenson (1870-1960)
© Oxford University Press

Prayers - led by Derek & Mary Harber
Let us pray to the Lord Jesus, who is full of grace and truth.
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Lord Jesus,
you are the image of the invisible God
and in you all the fullness of God is pleased to dwell.
Draw us into the Father’s love so that we may show forth his
love and glory in the world.
Lord, let your light shine upon us,

that we may reveal your glory.

Lord Jesus,
all things were created through you
and for you
and in you all things hold together;
help us to live as one people and
one world,
sharing our resources and
endeavours
with those most in need.
Lord, let your light shine upon us,

that we may reveal your
glory.

Lord Jesus,
you are the head of the body, your Church;
may we follow your call and build up your Kingdom,
where all are welcomed and all proclaim you.
Lord, let your light shine upon us,
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that we may reveal your glory.
Lord Jesus,
you are the light of the world,
a light no darkness can quench.
We pray for those whose lives are dark and difficult,
those who are alone, unwell or suffering
and we give thanks for those who care for them.
Lord, let your light shine upon us,

that we may reveal your glory.
Lord Jesus,
you are the beginning
and the end of all things;
draw those who have died into the
glory of your presence,
this week we remember especially
Captain Sir Tom Moore,
and those many others who have
died as a result of Covid.
Lord, let your light shine upon us,

that we may reveal your
glory.

Lord Jesus, full of grace and truth
shine your light upon us and all for whom we pray,
scatter the darkness from before our path,
and raise us up to walk as children of light,
heirs with you of the promises of God.
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Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Believing the promises of God,
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us;

Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name;
Thy kingdom come;
Thy will be done;
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
But deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
The power, and the glory,
For ever and ever. Amen.

Hymn O worship the King all glorious above;
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O gratefully sing his power and his love;
our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days,
pavilioned in splendour and girded with praise.
O tell of his might, O sing of his grace,
whose robe is the light, whose canopy space;
his chariots of wrath the deep thunder clouds form,
and dark is his path on the wings of the storm..
Thy bountiful care what tongue can recite?
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light;
it streams from the hills, it descends to the plain,
and sweetly distils in the dew and the rain.
Frail children of dust and feeble as frail,
in thee do we trust, nor find thee to fail;
thy mercies how tender, how firm to the end!
our maker, defender, redeemer, and friend.
O measureless might, ineffable love,
while angels delight to hymn thee above,
thy humbler creation, though feeble their lays,
with true adoration shall sing to thy praise.
Words: Robert Grant (1779-1838) based on Psalm 104
Music: HANNOVER from A Supplement to the New Version of the Psalms, 1708

The Peace - Michelle
The grace and goodness of God
go with you and surround you with glory.
The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.
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We offer each other peace.

Final Prayer - Paul
God our creator,
by your gift
the tree of life was set at the heart of the earthly paradise,
and the bread of life at the heart of your Church:
may we who are one body through your grace,
be transformed by the glory of the Saviour’s cross
and enjoy the delights of eternity;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Hymn
O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder
consider all the works thy hands have made,
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder,
thy power throughout the universe displayed:
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee,
‘How great thou art! How great thou art!’
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee,
‘How great thou art! How great thou art!’
And when I think that God, his Son not sparing,
sent him to die, I scarce can take it in,
that on the cross, my burden gladly bearing,
he bled and died to take away my sin:
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When Christ shall come with shout of
acclamation
and take me home - what joy shall fill my heart!
Then I shall bow in humble adoration
and there proclaim,
‘My God, how great thou art!’
words: Stuart Kline (1899-1989)
music: Swedish folk melody, arranged by Stuart Kline

Blessing - Linda
May the Father
from whom every family in earth and heaven receives its name
strengthen you with his Spirit in your inner being,
so that Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith,
and that, knowing his love,
broad and long, deep and high beyond our knowledge,
you may be filled with all the fullness of God;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.

Amen.

Final Acclamation - Michelle
The Lord God almighty is our Father:

God loves us and tenderly cares for us.
The Lord Jesus Christ is our Saviour:

he has redeemed us and will defend us to the end.
The Lord, the Holy Spirit, is among us:
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and will lead us in God’s holy way.
To God almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
be praise and glory today and for ever.
Amen.

Music at the end: All things bright and beautiful,
piano, arranged by John Rutter (b.1945)
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