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The Season of Epiphany

Third Sunday of
Epiphany
24th January 2021

Welcome to this Online Service

In the season of Epiphany we continue to explore how the glory and
glorious purposes of God are revealed in the Christ-Child whose coming we
celebrate at Christmas, and in the life and mission of the adult Jesus, whose
story we begin to follow on the Sundays throughout Epiphany. Having
celebrated the visit of the Magi and their symbolic gifts, we then recall Jesus’
baptism in the River Jordan as God proclaims him as his beloved Son, and now
we see how hie reveals his glory and power in his first miracle at the wedding
in Cana of Galilee. In our service today we recall these three signs – the Three
Wonders that reveal his true identity and fundamentally change our
understanding of God, ourselves and our world.
You might like to have ready a candle, some incense or fragrant oil burner, a
small bowl of water and some wine for later in the service.
Many thanks to all who have helped with this Online Service,
especially to Jo Green and Jess Bermudez.
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The Gathering
The Greeting - Paul
Three wonders mark this holy day
as the Church is joined to her heavenly Bridegroom.
This day a star leads the wise men to the Christ-child.
Alleluia.
This day Jesus is revealed as the Christ in the waters of baptism.
Alleluia.
This day water is made wine at the wedding feast.
Alleluia. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Grace, mercy and peace
from God our Father,
and the Lord Jesus Christ
be with you.

and also with you.

Opening Thanksgiving - Brenda
Blessed are you, mighty creator, ever-living God,
to you be praise and glory for ever.
At this time we celebrate your glory
made present in our midst.
In the coming of the Magi
the King of all the world was revealed to the nations.
In the waters of baptism
Jesus was revealed as the Christ, the Saviour sent to redeem us.
In the water made wine
the new creation was revealed at the wedding feast.
Poverty was turned to riches, sorrow into joy.
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

Blessed be God for ever.
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We sing together

Hymn
Songs of thankfulness and praise,
Jesu, Lord, to thee we raise,
manifested by the star,
to the sages from afar;
branch of royal David's stem
in thy birth at Bethlehem:
anthems be to thee addressed
God in Man made manifest.
Manifest at Jordan's stream,
Prophet, Priest and King supreme;
and at Cana wedding-guest
in thy Godhead manifest;
manifest in power divine,
changing water into wine:
anthems be to thee addressed,
God in Man made manifest.
Manifest in making whole
palsied limbs and fainting soul;
manifest in valiant fight,
quelling all the devil's might;
manifest in gracious will,
ever bringing good from ill:
anthems be to thee addressed,
God in Man made manifest.
4

Grant us grace to see thee, Lord,
mirrored in thy holy word;
may we imitate thee now,
and be pure, as pure art thou;
that we like to thee may be
at thy great Epiphany;
and may praise thee, ever blest,
God in Man made manifest.
Words: Christopher Wordsworth (1807-1885)
Music: Charles Steggall (1826-1905)
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The King of all the World is Revealed to the Magi
This day a star leads the wise men to the Christ-child.

We might light a candle as we say:
Arise, shine; for your light has come;
and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
Nations shall come to your light,
and Kings to the brightness of your rising.
They shall bring gold and frankincense,
and proclaim the praise of the Lord.
your gates will lie open continually,
shut neither by day nor by night.
No more will the sun give you daylight,
nor moonlight shine upon you.
But the Lord will be your everlasting light,
your God will be your splendour.
cf Isaiah 60
We recall the gifts of the Magi, gold, frankincense and
myrrh, perhaps lighting some incense.

Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe:
you receive our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving.
May our prayer be set forth in your sight as incense,
and the lifting up of our hands be an evening sacrifice.
Blessed be God for ever.
6

Eternal God, who by the shining of a
star
led the wise men to the worship of
your Son: guide by his light the nations of
the earth, that the whole world may behold
your glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

Carol:
Here is the little door, lift up the latch, oh lift!
We need not wander more but enter with our gift;
Our gift of finest gold,
Gold that was never bought nor sold;
Myrrh to be strewn about His Bed;
Incense in clouds about His Head;
All for the Child that stirs not in His sleep,
But holy slumber holds with ass and sheep.
Bend low about His Bed: for each He has a gift;
See how His eyes awake, lift up your hands, oh lift!
For gold, He gives a keen-edged sword
(Defend with it Thy little Lord!)
For incense, smoke of battle red,
Myrrh for the honoured happy dead;
Gifts for His children, terrible and sweet,
Touched by such tiny hands
and oh such tiny feet.
Words: Frances Chesterton
Music: Herbert Howells (1892-1983)
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The Christ is Revealed in the Waters of Baptism
This day Jesus is revealed as the Christ in the waters of baptism.
We might take a bowl of water as we say:
I will take you from the nations,
and gather you from all the countries.
I will sprinkle clean water upon you,
and you shall be clean from all your
uncleanness.
A new heart I will give you,
and put a new spirit within you.
You shall be my people,
and I will be your God.
cf Ezekiel 36
We remember again the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan.
Blessed are you,
Lord our God, King of the universe:
you bring waters out of the stony rock.
For with you is the well of life,
and in your light shall we see light.
Blessed be God for ever.
Heavenly Father,
at the Jordan you revealed Jesus as your Son:
may we recognize him as our Lord
and know ourselves to be your beloved children;
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through Jesus Christ our Saviour.

Amen.

Song
As the deer pants for the water,
so my soul longs after you.
You alone are my heart‟s desire
and I long to worship you.
You alone are my strength, my shield,
to you alone may my spirit yield.
You alone are my heart’s desire
and I long to worship you.
I want you more than gold and silver,
only you can satisfy.
You alone are the real joy-giver
and the apple of my eye.
You're my Friend and you‟re my Brother,
even though you are a king.
I love you more than any other,
so much more than anything.
Words & Music: Martin J. Nystrom (b.1956)
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The New Creation is Revealed
in the Water made Wine

This day water is made wine at the wedding feast.
We might take water and wine as this acclamation is made:
I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem,
coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.
And I heard a great voice from the throne, saying,
„Behold, the dwelling of God is among mortals.
He will dwell with them and they shall be his peoples,
and God himself will be with them.
Behold, I make all things new:
I am the Alpha and the Omega,
the beginning and the end.
To the thirsty I will give water as a gift
from the spring of the water of life.‟
cf Revelation 21

Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe:
for the marriage of the Lamb has come.
Make your Church ready,
and clothe her with the righteous deeds of the saints,
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to join the praises of your new creation.
Blessed be God for ever.

Almighty God,
whose Son revealed in signs and miracles
the wonder of your saving presence:
renew your people with your heavenly grace,
and in all our weakness
sustain us by your mighty power;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

The Liturgy of The Word
First Reading – Revelation 19:6-10 - read by Jo Green
A reading from the book of Revelation.
Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like
the sound of many waters and like the sound of mighty thunderpeals, crying out,
‘Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns.
Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of
the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready; to her it
has been granted to be clothed with fine linen, bright and pure’—
for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints.
And the angel said to me, ‘Write this: Blessed are those who are
invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.’ And he said to me,
‘These are true words of God.’ Then I fell down at his feet to
worship him, but he said to me, ‘You must not do that! I am a fellowservant with you and your comrades who hold the testimony of
Jesus. Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of
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prophecy.’
For the word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Hymn
Let all mortal flesh keep silence,
And with fear and trembling stand;
Ponder nothing earthly-minded,
For with blessing in His hand,
Christ our God to earth descendeth,
Our full homage to demand.
King of kings, yet born of Mary,
As of old on earth He stood,
Lord of lords, in human vesture,
In the body and the blood;
He will give to all the faithful
His own self for heav‟nly food.
Rank on rank the host of heaven
Spreads its vanguard on the way,
As the Light of light descendeth
From the realms of endless day,
That the pow‟rs of hell may vanish
As the darkness clears away.
At His feet the six-winged seraph,
Cherubim with sleepless eye,
Veil their faces to the presence,
As with ceaseless voice they cry:
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“Alleluia, Alleluia,
Alleluia, Lord Most High!”

Gospel – John 2:1-11 – read by Lesley
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John

Glory to you, O Lord
On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the
mother of Jesus was there. Jesus and his disciples had also been
invited to the wedding. When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus
said to him, ‘They have no wine.’ And Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, what
concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet come.’ His
mother said to the servants, ‘Do whatever he tells you.’ Now
standing there were six stone water-jars for the Jewish rites of
purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to them,
‘Fill the jars with water.’ And they filled them up to the brim. He said
to them, ‘Now draw some out, and take it to the chief steward.’ So
they took it. When the steward tasted the water that had become
wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants
who had drawn the water knew), the steward called the
bridegroom and said to him, ‘Everyone serves the good wine first, and
then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But you
have kept the good wine until now.’ Jesus did this, the first of his
signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples
believed in him.
This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.
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Reflection - Michelle
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Music - In dulci jubilo
In dulci jubilo let us our homage shew;
our heart's joy reclineth
in praesepio.
And like a bright star shineth
matris in gremio
Alpha es et O!
O Jesu parvule,
I yearn for thee alway;
listen to my ditty
O Puer optime,.
Have pity on me, pity
O princeps gloriae!
Trahe me post te!
O Patris caritas,
O Nati lenitas!
Deeply were we stain'ed
Per nostra crimina;
But thou hast for us gain'ed
Coelorum gaudia.
O that we were there!
Ubi sunt gaudia,
if that they be not there?
There are angels singing
Nova cantica,
There the bells are ringing
In Regis curia:
O that we were there!
14th century German
Arranged R.obert Lucas de Pearsall (1795-1856)
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Prayers - led by Jess Bermudez
Lord, you are the Creator of all things,
come to us and transform us,
so that your glory may be revealed in us.
You transform the ordinary into the glorious,
as you changed water into wine,
so change us to share in your divinity,
as you have taken on our humanity.

Lord, may we reveal your glory in the world.
We give thanks for the joy of marriage and family life,
and for the love and care we experience in friendships.
We pray for those who are lonely,
and those who have been hurt by others.

Lord, may we reveal your love in the world.
We give thanks for our homes,
and the nations to which we belong.
We pray for those who are homeless, refugees,
and all caught up in violence, war and persecution.

Lord, may we reveal your peace in the world.
You give rest to all who are weary and anxious,
and sustain those who stumble and fall;
come to those who suffer and sorrow,
all who are in trouble.

Lord, may we reveal your healing in the world.
16

You change us from glory to glory and welcome us
into your heavenly kingdom;
comfort those who mourn and
raise the departed to newness of life.

Lord, may we reveal your rising in the world.
Lord, in your grace and goodness,
grant us all a glimpse of your glory.

Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Rejoicing in the light of the presence of God with us,
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name;
Thy kingdom come;
Thy will be done;
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
But deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
The power, and the glory,
For ever and ever.
Amen.
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Hymn
Christ is our light! the bright and morning star
covering with radiance all from near and far.
Christ be our light, shine on, shine on we pray
into our hearts, into our world today.
Christ is our love! baptised that we may know
the love of God among us, swooping low.
Christ be our love, bring us to turn our face
and see in you the light of heaven‟s embrace.
Christ is our joy! transforming wedding guest!
Through water turned to wine
the feast was blessed.
Christ be our joy; your glory let us see,
as your disciples did in Galilee.
Words: Leith Fisher (1941-2009)
Music: HIGHLAND CATHEDRAL Ulrich Roever and Michael Korb
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The Peace - Michelle
God has made us one in Christ.
He has set his seal upon us and,
as a pledge of what is to come,
has given the Spirit to dwell in our hearts. Alleluia.

Cf 2 Corinthians 1:22

The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.
We offer each other peace.

Final Prayer - Linda
Almighty Father,
whose Son our Saviour Jesus Christ
is the light of the world:
may your people,
illumined by your word and sacraments,
shine with the radiance of his glory,
that he may be known, worshipped, and obeyed
to the ends of the earth;
for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever.

Amen.

19

Hymn
Christ is the King! O friends rejoice;
brothers and sisters, with one voice
tell all the world he is your choice.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
O magnify the Lord, and raise
anthems of joy and holy praise
for Christ's brave saints of ancient days.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
O Christian women, Christian men,
all the world over, seek again
the way disciples followed then.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Let love's unconquerable might
your scattered companies unite
in service to the Lord of light.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
So shall God's will on earth be done,
new lamps be lit, new tasks begun,
and the whole Church at last be one.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Words: George Bell (1883-1958)
Music: Melody from Melchior Vulpius’s Gesangbuch,
1609
© Oxford University Press

Blessing - Paul
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May God the Father,
who led the wise men
by the shining of a star
to find the Christ, the Light from light,
lead you also in your pilgrimage
to find the Lord.

Amen.

May God the Son,
who turned water into wine at the wedding feast at Cana,
transform your lives and make glad your hearts.

Amen.

May God the Holy Spirit,
who came upon the beloved Son
at his baptism in the river Jordan,
pour out his gifts on you
who have come to the waters of new birth.

Amen.

And the blessing of God almighty
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.

Amen.

Acclamation – Brenda
Let us go in faith to shine as lights in the world:
in the name of Christ.
Amen.
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Music at the end: Wedding March, Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)
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