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Welcome to this Service of Celebration

Christmas continues into the season of Epiphany (meaning manifestation,

or revealing) and the celebration of the visit of the far-travelled magi to see the
Christ-Child. As non-Jews, the wise men represent the revealing of the Saviour
to the Gentiles, and traditionally are shown as being from different continents
– demonstrating that God’s plan of salvation is to include all nations. Matthew’s
account speaks simply of ‘wise men from the east’; later tradition fixed their
number at three, made them kings and recalled their resonant names – Caspar,
Melchior and Balthasar. Epiphanytide is then an apt season to pray for the
worldwide mission of the Church. In the Eastern churches, the Epiphany
particularly celebrates the baptism of Christ’s by his cousin John, in the River
Jordan, when the heavens were opened and a voice from heaven declared Jesus
to be God’s beloved Son. The miracle of Cana in Galilee, where Jesus ‘first
manifested his glory’, follows immediately:
Manifest at Jordan’s stream,
Prophet, Priest, and King supreme;
and at Cana wedding-guest
in thy Godhead manifest.
(Christopher Wordsworth)
Many thanks to all who have helped with this Online Service.
You may like to have a bowl of water ready to use in this service when we
remember the Baptism of Christ in the River Jordan and recall that through
baptism, we ourselves are forgiven and adopted as children of God. We receive
with Christ, all the blessings of eternal life through the power of the Spirit.
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The Gathering
The Greeting - Michelle
In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Acclamation
Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe.

From the rising of the sun to its setting
your name is proclaimed in all the world.
The Lord of glory be with you.

The Lord bless you.

We sing together

Carol
Of the Father's heart begotten
ere the world from chaos rose,
he is Alpha: from that Fountain,
all that is and hath been flows;
he is Omega, of all things
yet to come the mystic Close,
evermore and evermore.
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By his word was all created;
he commanded and 'twas done;
earth and sky and boundless ocean,
universe of three in one,
all that sees the moon's soft radiance,
all that breathes beneath the sun,
evermore and evermore.
He assumed this mortal body,
frail and feeble, doomed to die,
that the race from dust created
might not perish utterly,
which the dreadful Law had sentenced
in the depths of hell to lie,
evermore and evermore.
O how blest that wondrous birthday,
when the Maid the curse retrieved,
brought to birth mankind's salvation,
by the Holy Ghost conceived,
and the Babe, the world's Redeemer,
in her loving arms received,
evermore and evermore.
This is he, whom seer and sybil
sang in ages long gone by;
this is he of old revealèd
in the page of prophecy;
lo! he comes, the promised Saviour;
let the world his praises cry!
evermore and evermore.
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Sing, ye heights of heaven, his praises;
Angels and Archangels, sing!
wheresoe'er ye be, ye faithful,
let your joyous anthems ring,
every tongue his name confessing,
countless voices answering,
evermore and evermore.
Corde natus ex parentis
Aurelius Clemns Prudentius (348-c.413)
Muisc: Melogy from Pie Cantiones, 1582

The Collect – Paul
Let us pray that we may be faithful
to our baptism.
Eternal Father,
who at the baptism of Jesus
revealed him to be your Son,
anointing him with the Holy Spirit:
grant to us, who are born again by water and the Spirit,
that we may be faithful to our calling as your adopted children;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.
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The Liturgy of The Word
First Reading – Genesis 1:1-5 - read by Jane Jackson
A reading from the book of Genesis
In the beginning when God
created the heavens and the
earth, the earth was a formless
void and darkness covered the
face of the deep, while a wind
from God swept over the face of
the waters. Then God said,
‘Let there be light’; and there
was light. And God saw that the
light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness.
God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night.
And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.
For the word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Celtic Alleluia – led by Keith & Jo – all join in singing:
Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia.
The waters of Jordan reveal,
the One who is our Saviour:
The Beloved Son of God, here on earth!

Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia.
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Gospel – Mark 1:4-11 – read by Linda
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark

Glory to you, O Lord

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and
were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John
was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he
ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and
untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’
In those days Jesus came from
Nazareth of Galilee and was
baptized by John in the
Jordan. And just as he was coming
up out of the water, he saw the
heavens torn apart and the Spirit
descending like a dove on
him. And a voice came from
heaven, ‘You are my Son, the
Beloved; with you I am well
pleased.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.
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Anthem: Listen sweet dove – Grayston Ives
sung by the Choral Scholars of St Martin-in-the-Fields
Listen sweet dove unto my song,
And spread thy golden wings in me;
Hatching my tender heart so long,
Till it get wing and flie away with thee.
Such glorious gifts thou didst bestow
The earth did like a heav’n appeare,
The starres were coming down to know
If they might mend their wages and serve here.
The sunne which once did shine alone,
Hung down his head and wisht for night,
When he beheld twelve sunnes for one
Going about the world and giving light.
Lord though we change thou art the same,
The same sweet God of love and light:
Restore this day for thy great name,
Unto his ancient and miraculous right.

George Herbert (1593-1633)

Homily - Brenda
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Carol
Good Christians all, rejoice
with heart and soul and voice!
Listen now to what we say,
Jesus Christ is born today:
ox and ass before him bow
and he is in the manger now!
Christ is born today;
Christ is born today.
Good Christians all, rejoice
with heart and soul and voice!
Hear the news of endless bliss,
Jesus Christ was born for this:
he has opened heaven's door
and man is blessed for evermore!
Christ was born for this;
Christ was born for this.
Good Christians all, rejoice
with heart and soul and voice!
Now you need not fear the grave;
Jesus Christ was born to save:
come at his most gracious call
to find salvation one and all!
Christ was born to save;
Christ was born to save.
'In dulci jubilo' (14th century)
Music: Later form of 14th century German melody
adapted by John Stainer (1840-1901)
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Thanksgiving for Holy Baptism - Michelle
You might like to have a bowl of water ready as we give thanks for Holy Baptism.

God in Christ gives us water welling up
for eternal life.
With joy you will draw water from the
wells of salvation.
Lord, give us this water and we
shall thirst no more.
Praise God who made heaven and earth,
who keeps his promise for ever.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
Father, we give you thanks and praise for your gift of water in
creation; for your Spirit, sweeping over the waters,
bringing light and life; for your Son Jesus Christ our Lord,
baptized in the River Jordan.
We bless you for your new creation,
brought to birth by water and the Spirit,
and for your grace bestowed upon us your children,
washing away our sins.
May your holy and life-giving Spirit move upon these waters.
Restore through them the beauty of your creation,
and bring those who are baptized to new birth in the family of
your Church. Anoint your children with power from on high,
and make them one with Christ in the freedom of your kingdom.
For all might, majesty, dominion and power are yours,
now and for ever.
Alleluia. Amen.
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Act of Dedication and Penitence
You might like to make the sign of the cross, or simply dip your fingers in the water as
you say the responses as part of this Act of Dedication and Penitence.

God of truth,
you are faithful to the covenant you have made with us;
look in mercy on your people.
From all our sins, O Lord:
wash us, and we shall be clean.
We have broken the pledges of our baptism,
and failed to be your disciples.
From all our sins, O Lord:
wash us, and we shall be clean.
Though we are saved by Christ
and dead to sin through the deep waters of death,
we have not witnessed to his grace by our manner of life.
From all our sins, O Lord:
wash us, and we shall be clean.
We have shown indifference to those in need
and have been afraid to stand up for justice and truth.
From all our sins, O Lord:
wash us, and we shall be clean.
We have been slow to forgive, and have failed to remember
your repeated forgiveness of our sins.
From all our sins, O Lord:
wash us, and we shall be clean.
Today we rejoice and give thanks
because your Son humbled himself to be baptized in the Jordan.
Through the waters you have given us the mystery of baptism
for the remission of our sins.
From all our sins, O Lord:
wash us, and we shall be clean.
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Through water and Spirit
you give us new life as the people of God,
and pour out upon us the gifts of your new covenant.
From all our sins, O Lord:
wash us, and we shall be clean.
‘Come,’ say the Spirit and the Bride.
‘Come forward, you who are thirsty,
receive the water of life,
the free gift to all who desire it.’
May almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Song
Water of life,
cleanse and refresh us;
raise us to life in Christ Jesus
All you who thirst, come to the waters,
and you will never be thirsty again.
As rain from heaven, so is God’s word,
it waters the earth and brings forth life.
Dying with Christ, so we shall rise with him,
death shall no longer have power over us.
Turn to the Lord, cast off your wickedness,
you will find peace in his infinite love.
Words & Music: Stephen Dean (b.1948)
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Prayers - led by David Richardson
O God of salvation,
in the River Jordan you bathed Jesus in glory
and revealed him as your Beloved Son.
Strengthen us to acknowledge your Christ,
that we who are reborn in his likeness
may walk with him in the path of obedience.
By the light of your presence

fill us with your glory.

O God of creation,
you love everything that you have made.
Help us to care for all the earth
and to generously share the gifts and fruits of creation.
By the light of your presence

fill us with your glory.
O God of peace,
look with mercy upon your troubled world.
Help us work together for reconciliation and healing;
we pray for the people of America,
and for all nations where there is tension and violence.
By the light of your presence

fill us with your glory.
O God of compassion,
hold in your loving power all who are unwell,
or in distress, those suffering with Coronavirus
and all who are caring for them.
By the light of your presence

fill us with your glory.
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O God of eternity,
you promise us the joy of heaven;
welcome those who have died into your glory.
By the light of your presence

fill us with your glory.

The Lord’s Prayer
Rejoicing in the light of the presence of God with us,
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name;
Thy kingdom come;
Thy will be done;
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
But deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
The power, and the glory,
For ever and ever. Amen.
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The Peace - Michelle
God has made us one in Christ.
He has set his seal upon us and,
as a pledge of what is to come,
has given the Spirit to dwell
in our hearts. Alleluia.
The peace of the Lord
be always with you
and also with you.
Let us offer one another
a sign of peace.

Carol
It came upon the midnight clear,
that glorious song of old,
from angels bending near the earth
to touch their harps of gold:
"Peace on the earth, good will to men,
from heaven's all-gracious King."
The world in solemn stillness lay,
to hear the angels sing.
Still through the cloven skies they come
with peaceful wings unfurled,
and still their heavenly music floats
o'er all the weary world;
above its sad and lowly plains,
they bend on hovering wing,
and ever o'er its Babel sounds
the blessed angels sing.
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For lo! the days are hastening on,
by prophet seen of old,
when with the ever-circling years
shall come the time foretold
when peace shall over all the earth
its ancient splendours fling,
and the whole world send back the song
which now the angels sing.
Words & Music: Edmund Hamilton Sears (1810-1876)
Music: English traditional melody
adapted by Athur Sullivan (1842-1900)

Final Prayer - Paul
Lord of all time and eternity,
you opened the heavens and revealed
yourself as Father
in the baptism of Jesus your beloved Son:
by the power of your Spirit
complete the heavenly work of our rebirth
through the waters of the new creation;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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Carol
Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive its king;
let ev’ry heart prepare him room,
and heav’n and nature sing,
and heav’n and nature sing,
and heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.
Joy to the earth, the Saviour reigns!
Let all their songs employ
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains,
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
He rules the world with truth and grace,
and makes the nations prove
the glories of his righteousness,
and wonders of his love,
and wonders of his love,
and wonders, wonders of his love.
Words: Isaac Watts (1674-1748)
Music: W. Holford’s Vice di Melodia, c.1834
arranged by Lowell Mason (1792-1872)
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Blessing - Michelle
May God the Father,
who led the wise men by the shining of a star
to find the Christ, the Light from Light,
lead you also in your pilgrimage to find the Lord.
Amen.
May God the Son,
who turned water into wine at the wedding feast at Cana,
transform your lives and make glad your hearts.
Amen.
May God the Holy Spirit,
who came upon the beloved Son
at his baptism in the River Jordan,
pour out his gifts on you
who have come to the waters of new birth.
Amen.
And the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.

The Dismissal - Linda
We have come to Christ, the living water.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. ‘Amen.

Music at the end:
In Dulci Jubilo - Johann Sebastian Bach
played by Christopher Strange on the Organ of Peterborough Cathedral
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