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The Interim Vicar Writes
Epiphany 2021
Dear friends,

A new year – a new beginning. Even though
it’s hard to feel that right now in lockdown yet
again, and with Christmas barely
celebrated and with so many questions and
uncertainties around.
Are we hovering on the brink of a wonderful
new age, or of a deepening disaster? Will the Covid Pandemic
fundamentally change our world for the better, or send us spiraling
into chasms of chaos which will take decades to recover from?
The truth is we don’t know – we cannot see how all this will turn
out – it could go either way it seems – and maybe, we will need to
go further down into the chasm before we can rise up to glory –
well there’s something that sounds familiar!
Of course, this last year has already been a worldwide disaster,
and right now, in the UK, we are in the worst part, the darkest
part, the time when we simply have to hang on tight, keep
believing it will get better and be as kind and gentle on ourselves
and with others as we can.
We can’t see over the edge, yet, and many will delight in telling
us, especially the doom mongers, how terrible it will be. Others
though, are beginning to dream new dreams or resurrect old ones,
like long -forgotten whispers of childhood, when anything seemed
possible if only we yearned for it enough and believed it possible,
and perhaps, even prayed as hard as we could for it.
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We must wait for things to become clear, but we also worry about
what we need to be doing to help shape this new future. If we
miss the moment, will that tip the balance one way or the other?
All this presupposes though, that it is up to us, alone.
What if God has it all in hand?

If we could really trust to that, how would it change things for us
now?
What if God is just waiting, yearning for us to realise that? To
believe it possible? To hear again the excitement, and certainty,
of those childhood whispers and dreams? To stop worrying and
start living?

Well, how can we possibly stop worrying right now, and as for
living, well, none of us have really done that for almost a year!
But were we really living before, I wonder? Weren’t we already
prisoners of so much worry and responsibility? Barely existing
under so many layers of self-imposed restrictions that we had
allowed to be wound around us?
Last Lent we experienced a very different journey to any year
before – but one in which we discovered a new kind of freedom,
even in lockdown. This shouldn’t surprise us, really, this is the
sort of thing the Church has known about for years – one of the
wonderful paradoxical truths at the heart of our faith. Lenten
fasting after all was never meant to be about self-imposed
punishment or subjugation of the flesh, but rather a falling away
of all that was unnecessary to reveal the simple truth of our need
of God. To discover that this was enough, and all the rest was
either a rich blessing to be more deeply conscious of and thankful
for, or something we could do away with altogether.
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Advent shows us that nothing is impossible with God – as the
angel reminds Mary, when she understandably asks ‘how can this
be?’
Our God is a God of apparent impossibilities, described so perfectly in the wonderful poem that begins Midnight Mass as we place
the baby Jesus in the crib:
Welcome all wonders in one sight!
Eternity shut in a span.
Summer in winter, day in night,
heaven in earth and God in man.
Great little one whose all-embracing birth
brings earth to heaven, stoops heaven to earth.
And yet….it needed Mary’s ‘yes’ for all this to happen. Our
Blessed Lady, who as a young girl, poor, insignificant, was able to
trust, and risk, her whole self, her body, her future, to making the
impossible possible. There was nothing easy about it, despite how
it can seem 2000 years on – it was the same world back then, and it
is the same world now, and it needs our ‘yes’, our trust, our risk
every bit as it needed Mary’s, and even more amazingly, it needed
and still needs God’s ‘yes’.
We cannot any longer retreat by saying ‘what difference can I
make alone?’ For how we live, what we say, and what we do,
makes a whole world of difference.
The Church of England is already asking some big questions about
what needs to be different as a result of all that we have learned
this year and in the year ahead, we will be invited to
explore that together. We will look together at the Living in Love
and Faith’ resources which will help us explore questions of
human identity, sexuality, relationships and marriage. And we will
look at the Archbishops’ call to us to be a ‘simpler, humbler and
bolder Church’ – a new Vision for the Church of England for the
next decade.
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Either of these realisations might then lead us to be more generous
to others, to share more fully and therefore more joyfully, all that
we have in abundance.
And this abundance comes from God
– from the inexhaustible well of God’s
love. We may be weary, exhausted,
fearful and despairing – but there is no
need. In the glorious season of
Epiphany we see the signs of God at
work in the world through the whole
wonder of the incarnation. The lack of
our usual Christmas celebrations, hard
though that was, can’t take away the
amazing truth of this – revealed in the
birth at Bethlehem, the song of the angels, the visit of the Magi
and the presentation in the Temple. The ongoing feast days and
celebration of Christmas in the calendar of the Church reminds us
that, no matter what is going on in our lives and in the world
around us, these great mysteries stand for ever and underly and
underpin our existence.
And more than that; it is out of disaster
that new hope springs, out of death that
new life, eternal life, is born – after all,
as in the Gospel for the Third Sunday
of Epiphany - the best wine could
never have been served at the Wedding
in Cana, if the old wine hadn’t run out.
We needn’t be afraid of disaster, of
endings, or of death – for through these
things God can and will act to recreate
us in glory.
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In a few week’s time, Lent begins again and with it, the
preparations for the greatest celebration of new beginnings and
new life, new hope out of the depth of despair. For now, we are
still in lockdown, but hope glimmers. Let us live gloriously, even
within the restrictions; pray earnestly; let go of worrying and trust
fully.
With love and blessings to you all,
Michelle XXX

DIOCESE OF PETERBOROUGH

Diocesan Communications Officer
The Bishop, Bishop’s Council and Diocesan Board of Finance
wish to appoint a part-time Diocesan Communications Officer.
The pandemic is changing the way we communicate across the diocese and in
our parishes. The Diocesan Communications Officer is a key person to join
the team in Peterborough transitioning us to a new website and shaping our
Diocesan communications going forward.
Project Management experience and the ability to create relevant and engaging content for print and social media are essential.
The Diocese has offices in Peterborough and Northampton. The DCO will be
based in Peterborough.
This is a part time post 3 days a week. The salary will be £20,000 per annum.
Deadline for applications: 3 February 2021
Interviews by zoom: 8 February 2021
Further details from and applications to:
Sharon Welbourne, PA to the Diocesan Secretary,
The Palace, Peterborough PE1 1YB
sharon.welbourne@peterborough-diocese.org.uk
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From St. Mary’s Churchwardens
As always we need to give our thanks on behalf of the Parish to a
number of people who have served us in so many ways during the
difficult times of the Covid-19 Pandemic. Firstly, Revd Michelle
and the Ministry Team for
keeping our worship going either in Church or online throughout
the Advent, Christmas and Epiphany seasons. Special thanks to
Fr. Paul for his sterling work with the online service but also for
the help he gave to Mary and
Joseph, (and Dennis the donkey) on their wonderful journey
around the
Parishes during Advent. We are eternally grateful to the army of
volunteers who help in all sorts of capacities throughout the year
but we must make a seasonal mention to those who helped with
the Christmas Activities including the Wreath making, Christingle,
the Nativity Walk and the Star walk. Throughout the year we have
managed to keep our Church open for Private Prayer on
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Sundays. This would not have been
possible without the help of volunteer stewards. Also our thanks
to those who acted as ushers, taking people to their allocated seats,
at the Carol Service and the services on Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day. There are many more people who help out at our
Church in big and Small ways throughout the year, we love and
cherish all of you and extend our warmest thanks to you all. God
bless you every single one.
On Sunday 13th December at the end of the service we were
pleased to be able to surprise Revd Michelle with an impromptu
announcement. It was with great joy that we presented her with
some flowers and a bottle of wine to mark the great achievement
of her passing her MA in Liturgy, with a Distinction! A wonderful
achievement.
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Sadly, we have had to cease holding services in our Church during
the current national lockdown but continue to open for private
prayer on Wednesday and Sunday afternoons from 12:00 to
2:00pm.
2020 was a challenge, one that many of us never dreamt to see in
our lifetimes. Let us now look forward into 2021 with optimism
that the vaccines will defeat the variants of Covid-19, that fewer
people will die from it and life will return to a new normal. A time
that with the help of God the world’s nations and religions will
work together for the peace and safety of all humankind. Where
we can eradicate disease, malnutrition, poverty,
homelessness and conflict.
Caroline , Darren and Dave

10

From St. John’s Churchwardens
Sadly, it was felt that with cases of coronavirus on the increase locally the usual Sunday Mass at 9am would be discontinued until
further notice in the interests of keeping everyone safe. The
church will continue to be open during daylight hours for private
prayer or as a quiet space and subject to the usual safety protocol. The online Sunday service continues however and we are
most grateful to the ministry team who assemble the content for us
all to share.
Although Christmas Day attendance was very few we must record
our thanks to all who made the church look so attractive with
Christmas scenes of the heavenly birth and visit of the Magi together with a beautifully decorated Christmas tree. We know that
seldom if ever can our village church have looked so lovely and
inviting and it was such a great pity that it was not possible for
more people to enjoy its special atmosphere at this difficult time.
With the vaccination programme being extended for more and
more people to be included it is our fervent hope that we can look
forward to a near future when we can once again enjoy and participate in our weekly Sunday service.

Arthur Wright and Peggy Deards
Churchwardens
The village hall is now closed until further notice for all
activities but for further information con
chelveston.village.hall@gmail.com
Knit & Natter Group
Unfortunately unable to meet in the village church but anyone with
knitted items please contact Sara on 460097.
11
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St. Mary’s Bell Ringers
It has been nearly a year now since the sound of the bells
in full peal has been heard across our towns and villages.
It has been very much missed by folks near and far.
The Covid Lockdowns have not been the only time within
living memory that we have been unable to ring the bells.
During the first three years of World War 11 virtually all ringing was
stopped due mainly to the Government of the time relying on the Church
Bells to give warning of a possible invasion. However by Spring 1943 there
were signs of movement towards a return to ringing.
On March 31st. 1943, during a debate in the House of Lords, The Archbishop
of York at that time, Cyril Garbett, moved tob resolve ‘ that the ban on the
ringing of church bells should now be lifted or modified. At the same time
William Temple , Archbishop of Canterbury wrote a very astute letter to the
Prime Minister requesting that Church Bells be rung for Easter Sunday.

After much debate in the House Of Lords and Letters to the Press of the
Day,on 5th April 1943, The War Cabinet issued a notice from the Secretary
of State for War “ that the debate in the House of Lords had shown that
there was such strong feeling in favour of permission being given for
Church Bells to be rung that the restrictions on the ringing of Church bells
might now be entirely removed.”
After further discussion, on 16th April 1943, The Prime Minister, Winston
Churchill issued a further note “ I see no reason why outside of specially
regulated areas the Church bells should not be rung on Sundays and other
special days in the ordinary manner.”
Anecdotedly it is known that Winston Churchill along with many many
other high profile people of that era loved the sound of the Church Bells.
Whilst Covid hasn’t quite put us on a war-footing, we are all looking forward to restrictions being lifted and returning to ring once more. Easter
Sunday would be a wonderful starting point but we will just have to wait
and see.

Alison Byrnes
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Family Worship
At St. Mary’s, Higham
Ferrers & St. John’s,
Chelveston-cum-Caldecott
The challenges of the Pandemic and how we have risen to it!
Before March 2020, Morning Worship happened regularly on Sunday
mornings at 9am – with Sunday’s Cool on Sunday mornings and our
growing Youth Club, First Friday Club, both once a month. There were also
special services and activities throughout the
year too. Who would have thought all of that
would be brought to an abrupt end with the advent of the Corona virus. But that hasn’t
stopped us!
At first it seemed impossible to hold any family
worship where the children could participate;
then the age of ‘Zoom’ opened up yet another
door. So, we have experimented with readings,
prayers, action songs and role play all virtually, and great fun has been had.
Thanks to Rhys and Darren Robinson, our tech experts, who have managed
the screen sharing for the action songs and kept us all linked in. We acted
out the story of Jonah and the Whale with Darren and Mark playing the parts
of God and Jonah - they entered into the
spirit of the story and even dressed up
and changed their voices. (I think they
were going for an Oscar!).
We found
ways to worship outside,
even if we
couldn’t gather together – so at both churches
our families helped to make Easter Gardens –
signs of new life and hope that just kept growing!
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There was a little reprieve at the end of
the first lockdown and, as the weather
was kind, we could hold a Café Church
style worship in the Bede House, suitably
socially distanced and doors wide open.
Each family had their own table and all
they needed for enjoying the service.

We held a Socially distanced ‘Teddy Bears’
picnic in the summer. Everyone brought their
own picnic and of course the their teddy bears and enjoyed some fun until the
rain came!
As we approached Christmas after the second Lockdown
we had to make a few changes too. Christingle went
ahead, with a few nifty changes. 100 bags of DIY
Orange kits were made. Families put them together at
home and then brought them along to the churchyard
service. The weather was rather disappointing but that
did not stop the children enjoying singing a carol or two
outside and lighting the candles in the dark church.
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Christmas was not going to be easy
but again it was still going to
happen. The families took part in
our virtual nativity play and the
children and adults dressed as angels, shepherds, kings and Mary and
Joseph.

That was followed
by decorating our
windows during Advent with Stars and
Nativity scenes, and
then the “Follow the
Stars Nativity Trail” on the 24th December at
both St John’s and St Mary’s brought lots of
families, in turn, to join in the Christmas Story
by finding different ‘stations’ around each church and the ‘treasure’ at the
end, where there was a special book for each family.
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So, although initially it was daunting, we now have our regular virtual
services and have learnt lots of new ways of worshipping together. The fun
hasn’t stopped, the children are enjoying worshipping and taking part in the
service and we are planning our virtual Easter, just in case we are not back in
church. Watch this space for further details of our Easter plans!
What we have learnt is that no matter what obstacles are put in the way there
is always a way of having fun and fellowship. Nothing stops Worship and
when we get back to church we have new ideas we can try out.
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Anyone is welcome to join in - you will definitely enjoy it. The service
details are always on the News Sheet and on the website
www.stmarystjohnunited.co.uk or just let us know and we will make sure
you have the details sent to you.
Happy New Year to you all and looking forward to seeing you at Family
Zooms and all the activities we hope to have for Lent and Easter!
Brenda Elldred, Sue Thompson & Revd Michelle
Brenda 07816 771702 brenda@elldred.co.uk
Michelle 07961 003352 michelleacd@hotmail.co.uk

Family Worship at St. Mary’s ,
Higham Ferrers &

St. John’s,
Chelveston-cum-Caldecott
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Lent 2021 @ St Mary’s and St John’s
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday – 17th February
2021. We are currently unable to hold services in
church due to Coronavirus so we are planning an
Online Service as we begin the journey towards
Easter. Check out our website for regular updates
www.stmarystjohnunited.co.uk

The Celtic Service for LENT
Our Online Celtic Service will move to Wednesdays from 3rd February
and will offer quiet prayer, readings and meditation for Lent. Join in at
7pm along with others, or at a time to suit you via the website.

Art in LENT
With so many words bombarding us, allow images
to help you enter into Lent in 2021. Members of
the Ministry Team will each present a particular
picture or artwork which speaks to them this Lent.
View each piece each week of Lent, along with
some accompanying prayers and music online via
the website. Each Thursday evening at 7.30pm
there will then be a Zoom Session for
conversation and discussion for those wishing to
th
join in, starting on 18 February. The Zoom link will be:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82699668454?pwd=Q1ZCa0luQitkK1RyMjB2
Vkp1VjNtUT09 Meeting ID: 826 9966 8454 Passcode: 556543

Morning Prayer and Compline
Join in with Zoom Morning Prayer on Wednesday mornings at 9.30am,
and Compline on Sundays at 7.30pm during Lent. No books, apps or
anything else needed – everything provided, just bring yourself!
Check out the website for the Zoom link and pray your way through Lent
in the rhythms of prayer said by the church through the ages.
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Council of Churches Prayers in Lent
On Wednesdays the Rushden & Higham Council of Churches will be
holding Lent Lunch Prayers by Zoom between 1-1.30pm led by different
churches each week. Starting on Ash Wednesday, 17th Feb, they will
continue up to Holy Week when there will be additional Prayers on
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday too. The Zoom link will be:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81084450699?pwd=Tm5DT0lFbllXMVpSUG1
MVWtoQVdpZz09 Meeting ID: 810 8445 0699 Passcode: 495190

Church of England website
has lots of resources for you this Lent, including the
popular #Live Lent – this year God’s Story-Our
Story.
https://www.churchofengland.org/our-faith/what-we-believe/lent-holyweek-and-easter/livelent-gods-story-our-story-our-lent

Christian Aid - Count Your Blessings 2021
Check out the Christian Aid ‘Count Your Blessings’ Lent
Calendar (there’s also one for children), and follow the
stories of Faith and helping others struggling across the world. For more
info:
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/lent-easterappeal/count-your-blessings-online

Further ahead….we hope we may be able to reopen for public
worship in our churches ready for Easter and will circulate details as soon
as we can. Dates for your diary are:
Mothering Sunday 14th March, Palm Sunday 28th March, Maundy
Thursday 1st April, Good Friday 2nd April, Holy Saturday 3rd April,
Easter Day 4th April. Look out for further details of services and events in
March and April as we draw close to the Mystery of Easter.
For more information contact Revd Michelle michelleacd@hotmail.co.uk
07961 003352 and check out our Benefice website: www.stmarystjohnunited.co.uk
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In the Garden

The Minister of Health has told me personally in a letter
that I am a very vulnerable person and must therefore stay
indoors apart from a trot round the garden or a brief, brisk
walk down my street. This means that I spend most of my time indoors.
So what to do? I am very fond of my iPad: it is full of advice and information
for those with an enquiring mind (that’s me) and the Apps (that’s
“Applications” for those not in the know) will help you to find out detailed
information about any particular subject, hobby or interest you may have. I
have an interest in Calligraphy, Cricket and Chaucer and there is a special
App, usually free, for all these.
Well, on one cold, dark rainy day before Christmas I was looking through my
computer magazine and came across a recommendation for a Gardening
App., more of a Plant App really which would help me to name plants now
that I’m getting worse at recognising plants that I used to be able to name in a
flash. The App was called “Candide” (not to be confused with the novella of
the same name by the French philosopher Voltaire in which everything is for
the best in this best of all possible worlds nor with the operetta by Leonard
Bernstein). The Candide I am talking about is a FREE App. for everyone who
loves plants and wants to know them better. This Candide will tell you in detail how to recognise a plant you see when you are out. Just take a photo of it
and ask the App to identify it - it will even work if you take a photo of a plant
on the tv!
You can ask it questions, get tips about how to grow a certain plant, learn
about diseases and cures and find out about Garden Centres and specialist
growers near you. There are video tutorials that will teach you techniques and
ideas and you can listen to audio tours of famous gardens. One person who
has tried it said, “absolutely brilliant”; “It’s never let me down”; “There is so
much to explore and learn” and it costs you absolutely nothing to try it out.
My lady wife is an observant person and she had noticed over the years that I
was finding it increasingly difficult to bend down to garden. She also knew
that I was quite a careful person with my money. So without so much as a “by
your leave” she bought me a Trug for my birthday in July last year and arranged for my son and grandson to construct it for me. Let me describe it to
you: it is a raised growing bed made of treated wood, about 3 feet tall, 2 feet
wide and 6 feet long. The bed is V shaped and about 18 inches at its deepest.
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It is easy to put together and then you fill with compost or soil or a mixture of
the two (I mixed in some poultry pellets as well).
What to grow? The year was getting on so I chose some late cabbages and
cauliflowers, carrots and spring onions. What was the result? Excellent! Everything grew very well and since I had positioned the trug just outside the
kitchen door the veg was within 4 or 5 yards of the cooker, so from the trug to
the pot was a matter of minutes and the taste was sublime. I am very pleased
with the crop and my back sings the praises of the trug every time I cut a cabbage or pull a carrot. There is one problem; you MUST deal with butterflies.
They can and will get through the smallest gaps to lay their eggs so you must
have a strict netting regime otherwise their caterpillars will eat every cabbage
leaf in the trug in a week. Some trugs come with custom fitted nets which
look brilliant; I made my own and was only partly successful so I shall know
what to do this year.
The cost of a trug depends on its size; mine was £190 but someone with a bit
of woodworking knowledge could easily build their own - there are plenty of
lessons on the internet!
Happy Gardening and stay well.

Compostus
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Christmas Eve and I am writing this Page for the January –
February edition of our Parish Magazine ---- January when it is traditional to
look back over the old year and forward with expectations of the new.
Though it is tempting to write off 2020 as a bit of a disaster, there is still
plenty to give thanks for.
Maybe we have been encouraged to look more closely for good things when
there have been so many bad ones screaming for our attention -- to appreciate
the moment.
Didn’t we have a wonderful summer? With time to sit in the garden or walk
in the park, to make a little plant pot garden on our windowsill, to listen to the
birds, or just to sit in the warm sunshine streaming through the window.

Didn’t we see so much care and help being given by neighbours, by support
staff, by the wonderful NHS? A stranger left a pebble in our front garden with
a heart painted on it, with the words “Keep smiling”. Offers of doing our
shopping came from unexpected quarters. Rainbow pictures went up in windows, folk waved and smiled from across the street. The local shopkeepers
worked their socks off, to keep stock available, to deliver to those unable to
get out, and to source items that they would not usually hold - - - to help out.
Didn’t our Churches Clergy and Lay Ministry Team do such a grand job?
On-line worship, information, and FELLOWSHIP, all brought to us by newly
- and quickly - acquired computer skills, and didn’t WE do well to keep up?!
Didn’t our phones, letters and cards play an important part in keeping us in
touch?
I know that many people have the misery of lost jobs, lost income and lost
relationships. This is where a helping hand - albeit virtual - is vital. Jesus
said “If you do anything for the least of these, you do it for me”. We have the
opportunity to help with cash, goods, prayer, the chance to make a difference,
however small - lots of small adds up to big.
The whole year was so very different from the one we were looking forward
to last January, and this Christmas will also be very different from last.
24

But it will still come - there will be rejoicing in Heaven as the Birthday of the
Christ Child is celebrated, and though we may miss the warm closeness of
family and friends, Jesus is as close to us as he ever was and always is and
ever will be --- and our loved ones are still our loved ones and they still love
us. We may be separated by distance, but love ignores space and time, as it is
of God and He is everywhere and always.
We look forward to 2021 with thanks for all the Blessings we have been
given, for science and the newly developed vaccine.
We give thanks for past times and in anticipation of future times, and I am
reminded of a poem by Joyce Grenfell -- who wrote some very sensitive
pieces, not just humorous verse.
I can’t quote it all here, but urge you to look this poem up, it is entitled
“Time” and concludes:
There is no such thing as time Only this very minute.

And I’m in it.
Thank the Lord.

Save the Children
Under the current situation Save the Children have had to cancel all planned
events. Carols by Candlelight has been booked for 7th and 9th December
2021
One thing we can do is quiz sheets. Please send to superduch5@gmail.com
or failing that I can print one off 07773962347. They are also available from
10 Bede Close or 3 Duchy Close in Higham Ferrers.

Also available quiz sheets in aid of Medical Detection Dogs.
Thank you
Susan Perkins
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To the nation
26 January 2021

Dear friends
As we reach the terrible milestone of 100,000 deaths from COVID-19, we invite everyone in
our nation to pause as we reflect on the enormity of this pandemic.
100,000 isn’t just an abstract figure. Each number is a person: someone we loved and someone
who loved us. We also believe that each of these people was known to God and cherished by
God.
We write to you then in consolation, but also in encouragement, and ultimately in the hope of
Jesus Christ. The God who comes to us in Jesus knew grief and suffering himself. On the cross,
Jesus shares the weight of our sadness.
We therefore encourage everyone who is feeling scared, or lost or isolated to cast their fears
on God. We also know that poorer communities, minority ethnic communities and those living
with disabilities have been afflicted disproportionately and cry out for the healing of these
inequalities. During this pandemic, we encourage everyone to do all they can to live within the
guidelines and constraints given by government following the advice of the Chief Medical
Officer and Chief Scientific Adviser. We show our commitment, care and love for one another
by ensuring we do everything we can to stop the virus spreading.
None of this is easy. Very many of us are experiencing isolation, loneliness, anxiety and
despondency like never before. Many people have lost their livelihoods. Our economy
struggles. Also, the necessary restrictions we live with have also prevented us from being
alongside loved ones as they died, or even at their graveside. All grief profoundly affects us,
but this pandemic grief is so hard.
Therefore, we need to support each other. We do this by following the guidelines. But we also
do it by reaching out to each other with care and kindness.
One thing we can all do is pray. We hope it is some consolation to know that the church prays
for the life of our nation every day. Whether you’re someone of faith, or not, we invite you to
call on God in prayer. Starting on 1 February we invite you to set aside time every evening to
pray, particularly at 6pm each day. More than ever, this is a time when we need to love each
other. Prayer is an expression of love. A number of resources will be made available at
www.ChurchofEngland.org/PrayerForTheNation.
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Finally, we write of hope. We are grateful for the hope we have because of the service of our
NHS and social care staff. What a blessing and lifeline for our nation. We are grateful for the
service given in local communities by clergy, other frontline workers and so many good
neighbours. We are grateful for the hope of the vaccine. It is a testimony to the God-given
wisdom and gifts of scientists and researchers. We urge everyone to take the vaccine as soon
as it is offered to you.
Most of all, we have hope because God raised Jesus from the dead. This is the Christian hope
that we will be celebrating at Easter. We live in the hope that we will share in his resurrection.
Death doesn’t have the last word. In God’s kingdom every tear will be wiped away.
Please be assured of our prayers. Please join us.

The Most Revd & Rt Hon Justin Welby
Archbishop of Canterbury

The Most Revd & Rt Hon Stephen Cottrell
Archbishop of York
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Candlemas and Lent 2021
On February 2nd we celebrate the feast of Candlemas which marks the end of
the forty days of the Christmas/Epiphany season. We focus on the crib for the
last time and begin to look towards Lent and Easter. Candlemas is a pivotal
point in the Christian year between Christmas and Easter. It has a ‘bittersweet’ feel. It is a feast day, and the revelation of the child Jesus in the
Temple who is greeted by Simeon and Anna calls for rejoicing. Yet at the
same time the prophetic words of Simeon speak of the rising and falling of
many and the sword that will pierce the heart begins to lead us onto Lent the
Passion and Easter. We take one last look back to Christmas, and now turn
towards the cross.
Lent begins on February 17th with Ash Wednesday. No sooner have we
celebrated Candlemas and just over a fortnight later we keep Ash Wednesday.
It falls on a different date each year as it is determined by the date of Easter. It
can occur as early as February 4 or as late as March 10. Ash Wednesday
derives its name from the practice of pacing ashes on the forehead as a sign of
repentance.
The total length of Lent is 47 days because Sundays are not included in the
40days. Lent is a wonderful opportunity to focus on our spiritual lives. Lent
is a season for growth and development; for a deepening of the understanding
of our faith. We can renew our discipline of prayer, almsgiving and fasting?
There are times in our lives when we feel alone and God seems far off.
Remember, that we have to look for him and recognise him in all things.
When we do this we soon realise that that he is very much in the centre of
everything. This is not surprising, he created the earth and continues to
sustain it. We can see God in nature, in the spring flowers, in the lengthening
of the days and in the caring ways that we help each other. Lent will soon be
upon us and means to lengthen.
May God bless your keeping of this most holy season of Lent.

Revd Linda
FEBRUARY CALL TO PRAYER - The Archbishops of Canterbury and
York are issuing a call to the nation to pause and reflect at 6pm every day in
February to remember the more than 100,000 people across the UK who
have died after contracting Covid-19 and all those who know and love them.
See the link for further info:
https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/prayer-nation
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Mugs for Sale

St. Mary’s Church
Same picture on both sides
£6.00 each proceeds to St. Mary’s 600 Appeal

The Elizabeth Groome Music Charity
Two designs on one mug
£6.00 each proceeds to The Elizabeth Groome Music Charity
To order ring Dave Stuttle on 07941 306391
or email dchs50@btinternet.com
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For more information about the Church, Services, Events and the
Parish look on our Website www.stmaryhighamferrers.org
To donate to the Church go to https://my.give.net/HighamChurch

To contribute to the Parish Magazine send your copy preferably in Microsoft Office Word using Times New Roman and
Font size 12 by the 10th of the month to
stmaryspm@virginmedia.com
Stalls are available in the Bede House on Farmer’s Market Day
The last Saturday of each month.
Cost £10 per stall from 9am to 12noon.
Enquiries to: 01 933 741140 or Email: thebedehouse@gmail.org
St. Mary’s Higham Ferrers Online Giving
We now have an online giving facility for those wishing to make donations to
church funds. It can be found at
https://my.give.net/HighamChurch
There is also a link on the home page of the Church Website,
www.stmarystjohnunited.co.uk
For those with Smart phones the QR code displayed here
will take you to the website,
‘A Church Near You’
where you can find out about our Churches and any
others you may want to visit.

THE CHURCH IN HIGHAM IS NOW OPEN EVERY
WEDNESDAY AND SUNDAY FROM 12:00—16:00
If you would like to visit our Church at other times please contact
Church Wardens:Dave 07 941 306391 dchs50@virginmedia.com
Caroline 07 596 137051 walker.snork@outlook.com
Clergy:Revd. Michelle Dalliston 07 961 003352 michelleacd@hotmail.co.uk
Special Group visits are very welcome by appointment.
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10 February,
Saint Scholastica's Day.
Saint Scholastica (c. 480 – 10 February 543) is a saint of the
Catholic Church, the Eastern Orthodox Churches and the Anglican Communion. She was born in Italy. According to a ninth
century tradition, she was the twin sister of Benedict of Nursia.
Scholastica is traditionally regarded as the foundress of the
Benedictine nuns.

Saint Scholastica, St. Benedict and

According to the Dialogues of Gregory the Great, Scholastica was born c. 480 in Nursia,
Umbria, of wealthy parents (Anicius Eupropius and his wife Claudia Abondantia Reguardati).
While Gregory states that Scholastica was Benedict's sister, a later tradition says she was his
twin (whether this is meant biologically or spiritually, or both is unclear). Gregory also says
she was dedicated to God from a young age. She and her brother Benedict were brought up
together until the time he left to pursue studies in Rome.
A young Roman woman of Scholastica's class and time would likely have remained in her
father's house until marriage (likely arranged) or entry into consecrated life. On occasion
Several consecrated virgins would live together in a household and form a community.
Benedictine tradition holds that Scholastica established a hermitage about five miles from
Monte Cassino and that this was the first convent of Benedictine nuns. However, it is possible
that Scholastica lived in a hermitage with one or two other consecrated virgins in a cluster of
houses at the base of Mount Cassino where there is an ancient church under her patronage
Monastero di Santa Scolastica. Ruth Clifford Engs notes that since Dialogues indicates that
Scholastica was dedicated to God at an early age, perhaps she lived in her father's house with
other religious women until his death and then moved nearer to Benedict.
Narrative from the Dialogues
The most commonly told story about her is that Scholastica would,
once a year, go and visit her brother at a place near his abbey, and
they would spend the day worshiping together and discussing sacred
texts and issues.
One day they had supper and continued their conversation. When
Benedict indicated it was time for him to leave, Scholastica, perhaps
sensing that the time of her death was drawing near, asked him to
stay with her for the evening so they could continue their discussions. Not wishing to break
his own Rule, Benedict refused, insisting that he needed to return to his cell. At that point,
Scholastica closed her hands in prayer, and after a moment, a wild storm started outside of the
guest house in which they were staying. Benedict asked, "What have you done?", to which she
replied, "I asked you and you would not listen; so I asked my God and he did listen. So now
go off, if you can; leave me and return to your monastery." Benedict was unable to return to
his monastery, and they spent the night in discussion.
S Scholastica & St. Benedict

Three days later, from his cell, he saw his sister's soul leaving the earth and ascending to
heaven in the form of a shining white dove. Benedict had her body brought to his monastery,
where he had it laid in the tomb which he had prepared for himself.
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Visiting Team and Sick List
The team of pastoral visitors have been reviewing how we work, to try and
improve the pastoral care we offer. One of the things we have looked at is the
names included on the news sheet, which can sometimes become separated
from the people for whom we are praying. We don’t want to advertise
someone is unwell without their permission, and we want to ensure we keep
up to date with any changes – in other words, we would rather that they mean
more to us all than just a list of names on a sheet.
We have a Pastoral Team who have been trained, so if you know anyone who
wishes to go onto the Sick List, requires Home Communion, or just a Pastoral
Visit please contact any of the Team listed below.
Higham:
Lynne Pocock
01933 311370
lynnempocock@netscape.net
Christine Newell
01933 353346
Pat Rockley
01933 623530
Sue Thompson
07984481133
Chelveston:
Brenda Elldred 01933 357708
brenda@elldred.co.uk
We regret that due to Covid-19 virus Home Visiting is not available at
present.
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When I was a young
buck—oh, all right, a
young porker, for those of
you who have memories
that are better than they ought to be at your age—I once
held a world record. At least, I assume it was a world
record, although I never asked Guinness to validate it.
Shame really—it was set in the right place.
It was New Year’s Eve in the Green Dragon. The chimes of Big
Ben were fading away, and the strains of Auld Lang Syne were
following them when I boldly announced that I had resolved to give up
beer for the whole month of January. Someone said, “I’ll drink to
that,”—I think it was Brian Greaves—and thrust a pint into my hand.
With no more ado I raised the glass and downed it in one. Ten
seconds—that’s all it had taken to break my resolution. That must be a
record—unless you know better.
And that is why I really don’t bother very much with New Year’s
Resolutions. We either keep them—so what?—or we break them—so
what? They cost us nothing, and breaking or keeping them makes us
either feel good or feel bad. So what’s the point.

Ramblings

Most Resolutions fall into one of three categories. The first of
these is the Trivial. Into this category fall such old faithfuls as giving
up chocolate or beer, eating my greens, losing weight, taking more
exercise. The beauty of these is that they have no impact on anyone
else, and if we break them, they cost us nothing. But even the Trivial
can be made to work. What if the money we save in keeping our
resolutions is given to a good cause, or we decide that a breach will
result in a £10 penalty? Then we can give that money to a good cause:
Save the Children, Oxfam, St. Mary’s 600 Appeal…..
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The second category is the Personal. This is where we resolve to behave better to someone else. It includes such resolutions as being more
patient with X, nicer to Y, visiting old Mrs Z once a month, having my
neighbour Major A round for tea. These resolutions are made with
goodwill, but often founder: “I didn’t have time,” “He got on my
nerves” “She went to sleep while I was talking” etc. All we can do to
make the Personal resolution failures work is to agree that for each
month that we fail in more than two of our resolutions, we will give £5
to a good cause; such as Save the Children, Oxfam, St. Mary’s 600
Appeal…..
The third category is the Heroic. These are resolutions that no single
individual can possibly achieve: “I will save the rainforests,” “I will
eat nothing that has directly or indirectly been the subject of
exploitation” (Good luck to that), “I will work for no organisation
where there is inequality” (and that!)
This category is much more difficult, since it is rooted in sound
ideals. But the resolver cannot bring these things about on his or her
own, and needs to realise that. Hence it is important that the makers of
Heroic resolutions should look at themselves with humility. They are
not God; they are feeble men and women, and need to keep their feet
on the ground.
They need to be practical. And hence, they should make a
donation to the St. Mary’s 600 Appeal…!
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St. Mary’s 600 Appeal

How to Make £10 Grow
A Zoom meeting of the newly gathered 600 Appeal Team in early September 2020 floated the idea (not new, see Parable of the Talents - Matthew 25 v 14-20) of lending £10 to as many people as possible and asking them to use their talents and initiative to Make it Grow.
Harvest Festival Sunday saw 55 good people take up the challenge with
others declaring themselves “talent free” but offering donations instead
(12 offering £1,000 each). What a Start!
The weeks progressed and goods for sale began appearing in church on
a Sunday morning - apple pies, cheese scones, beautiful framed Prints
and notelets, pretty and decorative bangles and Christmas baubles.
Talents began to show themselves; clever artefacts from interesting
woods, spiced oils, chutneys and jams, masks, T-shirts, St Mary mugs,
Christmas puddings, home-made lemon curd and mincemeat, the opportunity to commission a framed Poem should you wish to commemorate a special occasion.
Every week more goods appeared, a plethora of knitted work, tea cosies, mats, gloves; pretty patchwork cushions, something for everyone
and as
Christmas drew nearer people began selling to their neighbours and
friends at home. Walnuts were sold in Raunds, Raffles and Quizzes
took place on-line, young families began making their favourite treats,
sweeties and fudge, and selling amongst themselves. Wonderful Christmas trees made from wood pallets were unusual and very popular. A
hard-working family of Elves produced a handsome total and generous
donations from the local Anglers’ Association and the Christmas
Wreath Makers yet more welcome additions. A stall at the December
Farmers’ Market was well attended and offered a final opportunity to
sell those remaining few items.
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As well as these hard-working people we are extremely grateful of
course for the generosity of those who bought these goods week in
week out, and importantly to those who simply made donations, some
in lieu of Christmas presents and cards not given this year, some in lieu
of holidays and outings not taken, even persuading friends and relations
to give in lieu as well …… we have been overwhelmed by the enthusiasm and interest people have shown, with several more donations
promised for the New Year, and we thank you all.

Together with some funds raised before September, Gift Aid (to end of
Nov) and with profit from the Prints and Notelet sales yet to come, you
have raised a magnificent £9,810
With the £12,000 donated earlier, also enhanced by Gift Aid, this has
proved a fantastic start to the Heating Appeal; the Fundraising Team is
enormously grateful and encouraged ….. now for another Zoom meeting, another project for 2021?
How you can support the St Marys 600 Appeal in the coming weeks:
We have all been sorting out wardrobes, lofts etc during Lockdown so
please have you found any suitable treasures that may be added to our
On-line auction lots please? We are looking for paintings and artefacts
- especially if they have a link with Higham Ferrers. Or you could donate a weekend in a holiday cottage, an afternoon tea or similar treat
that we can look forward to when Lockdown ends.
Also if you have been clearing out clothes or shoes that you no longer
need and are 'nearly new' please will you hang on to them because we
hope to have a bumper sale of said items when the Bede House can be
used for such things. They really do need to be in good order and of
course laundered. We will let you know the date for the sale just as
soon as we know it ourselves so please be patient!
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If the shops being closed has meant that your on-line shopping has
increased then you will be pleased to know that if you download the
'Easy Fundraising' App then each time you shop you can raise funds for
our church - it really is money for nothing. Look out for more
information about this in the coming weeks and even if you are not an
online shopper then please share this information with your friends and
loved ones who are. They can earn donations for our church every time
they shop but at no extra cost to themselves - what's not to love about
it?
Thank you and happy fundraising!

Avril Harlow

Sue Dennis

(Appeal Treasurer)

(Appeal Chair)
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ST MARY’S 600 APPEAL UPDATE
The fundraising group had excellent news for our church recently when we learned that we had
been allocated £9,000 towards our 600 Appeal from the All Churches Trust - for which we are most
grateful.
Richard Oberman, supported by the fundraising group, put a huge amount of time and effort into
the application and we are delighted that he was successful. In these tricky times there is a huge
amount of competition for any potential grant, thank you Richard for your work and dedication with
this application.
We are currently supporting Richard and Stewart with their next two applications, firstly to the
Garfield Weston Trust, and then the National Churches Trust in the hope of further funding.
We really are getting close to being able to afford our new heating so, please, if you have been
considering offering a financial gift then please do let us know and help us make this major part of
our 600 Appeal a reality.
Here are some ways in which you can help :x We are looking for nine more people to offer a £1,000 donation and, if your donation is able
to be Gift Aided, then the church would receive another £250 for each thousand! It doesn’t
even have to be paid as a lump sum, you could commit to £20 per week for the year. Please
think about whether you are able to help your church in this way so this very important piece
of work can begin. That commitment alone would give us a quarter of what is needed.
x Covid means we are completely scuppered as far as social events are concerned so we intend
to have an on-line auction of quality items. We have already been offered several paintings of
local scenes, a candlestick, use of a holiday cottage - but please do you have something you
are willing to offer that will help us to raise more towards our appeal? We are looking for at
least another eight items. Please contact either Rev Michelle or Sue Dennis if you have
something you feel able to gift to us for this purpose.
x Do remember too that by purchasing one of our
delightful Limited Edition prints or a pack of
notecards you are supporting our fundraising. They
are available in Church, at Market Square News or
from Sue Dennis. We have sold enough to cover the
initial costs so every one bought from now on will
add to our fundraising total and get a step nearer to
having a warm church once more.
Thank you everyone for any support you have given to date - but there is still much to be done and
we all need to continue to play our part.
A more detailed update on the appeal will be in the next benefice magazine.

Donations to the appeal in the form of cheques should be made payable to St Mary the Virgin PCC
Higham 600 Appeal, or can be made using the BACS system (sort code 30-96-09; account number
84427260; account St Mary the Virgin PCC Higham 600 Appeal). Be assured that whatever you can
raise, in whatever format, will be very gratefully received...thank you!
Fundraising contacts:Sue Dennis, Chair of the Fundraising Group, 07773 586352, suedennis1105@gmail.com
Avril Harlow, Appeal Treasurer, 01933 314694, avrilharlow@gmail.com
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St. Mary’s 600 Appeal

Here is a helpful way to raise funds for St Mary’s 600 Appeal!
Most of us are now doing on-line shopping in which case 'Easy fundraising' can help us all
raise much needed funds for our Appeal at no cost to us at all!
Three easy steps and you can start raising funds for our church’s general funds as soon as
you begin to shop:
1. Go into the App store on your phone/iPad etc and select the Easyfundraising App
and download it.
2. Use the Search option to find St Mary’s, Higham Ferrers, which you need to select as
your cause to support.
3. Select the ‘donation reminder’ option because that will do what it says on the tin and
remind you when a retailer is one of the more than 4,000 who will give a % of your
sale to our church when you shop.

The important part will be spreading the word and remembering to do it – and please
encourage all the young people in your life to do it because they are definitely on-line
shoppers! The more people we can encourage to support us with this the more money our
church will receive. We will give regular updates of how many supporters we have and how
much has been raised so please do all you can to help us get ‘money for nothing’ because
our church really does need every penny we can get. Thank you everyone!
Check it out today at www.easyfundraising.org.uk and sign up for your good cause as:
‘St Mary’s Church, Higham Ferrers’

Here are just some of the
retailers who will help us
raise money!
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SAFEGUARDING

What is it and whose Responsibility is it?
The Vicars? The Safeguarding Officer? The PCC? Or You?
Before you skip over this article thinking this is not for you, here is the first paragraph from
the Church of England Safeguarding Policy:
“The care and protection of children, young people and vulnerable adults involved in Church
activities is the responsibility of the whole Church. Everyone who participates in the life of
the Church has a role to play in promoting a Safer Church for all.”
It is a particularly difficult subject to discuss and many people do not want to talk about it.
Indeed, they would wish to turn a blind eye - not get embroiled in other people’s problems.
But we, as a Church and as Christians, know that our Lord has taught us otherwise. To care
for each other, to love one another and to treat others in a way we would want to be treated.
Matthew 25 verse 40 springs to mind: “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you
did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.”
So Safeguarding is just that, looking out for our brothers and sisters and reaching out in their
time of need, helping them to find a way out of what are often can be life-threatening
situations.

There has been lots of publicity over the years and several reports written, all of which make
harrowing reading. How a child’s life could have been saved if only organisations and people
shared their concerns about certain situations. Last October the IICSA report (Independent
Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse) was published and is a stark reminder that this is still
happening in our churches - a place where children and adults should feel safe.
The full report can be found on
https://www.iicsa.org.uk/investigations/investigation-into-failings-by-the-anglican-church
So, what do we need to do to make our church safe?
To be a safer church we all need to understand what to do should we become aware of any
suspicious circumstances. Recognising where someone, child or adult, is in a potentially
abusive situation is not always straight forward and for that reason all enquiries are treated
confidentially. It could just be a comment from an adult or child that makes you feel
uncomfortable, it could be noticing bruising or signs of neglect, a change in behaviour,
someone becoming more withdrawn. It may be that what we hear is actually about something
that is happening outside of the Church but that is still our Christian responsibility to do all
we can to help that person. Remember the story of the Good Samaritan, Luke 10 25 - 37.
Here Jesus is clear that we must not walk by, not turn a blind eye.
Where can I find that information?
You can always ask the Benefice Safeguarding Officer (BSO), Brenda Elldred or Revd
Michelle Dalliston, (contact details below) or you can look at the information we display on
our notice boards, in the toilets and around specific areas in all Church buildings.
Remember, safeguarding is relevant not only for inside our Church but also for where we live
and work and in our communities. If we can direct someone to the right place for getting help
then we have followed our Lord’s word (The Good Samaritan) and promoted the mission of
the church.
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What is abuse?
Abuse and neglect can take many forms, and includes physical abuse, sexual abuse, psychological abuse, exploitation, financial or material abuse, neglect and acts of omission, discriminatory abuse and institutional abuse, or a combination of these. It is often difficult to recognise but if you have any worries then there is a procedure in place.
What should you do?
There is a specific procedure in the diocese for matters relating to the Church and either the
vicar or the myself as Benefice Safeguarding Officer should be contacted confidentially. If
the situation is urgent and life is in danger then 999 should be called. If you want to direct
someone you know to an organisation for specific help then there is a list of safeguarding
contacts attached.
How involved will I be?
After you have reported the incident it will be dealt with by the Diocesan Safeguarding
Team. All you will be required to do is give the details of when, and what was said or seen.
Finally - how you can help now?
We are trying to make sure we have all the information displayed in our churches and
we need your help to see if we have indeed made it clear. It would be helpful if when
you are next in any of the Benefice buildings if you could check out by using the following questions and report back to us any areas of concern:






Where is the Safeguarding poster in the church buildings?
How easy was it to find the poster?
Could it be easily read and understood by a 9 year old?
Does the website help inform or direct anyone with concerns?
Can I easily and discreetly discover where to go for help if I have a worry?

This is just a snapshot of what safeguarding is all about and if you have any further questions
either myself or Revd Michelle will be happy to take them. Let’s follow our Christian duty
and make our Church and our communities a safer place for everyone.
Thank you for reading this. I hope it has been helpful. Here are some of the main contact
numbers for you to keep at home and share with anyone you know. Together we can all
make a difference.

Brenda Elldred (BSO)
Revd Michelle Dalliston
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SAFEGUARDING
If you have any concerns regarding the safety or welfare of a child or
vulnerable adult you can speak to:
Benefice Safeguarding contacts
Benefice Safeguarding Officer Brenda Elldred 07816 771702
Vicar -

Revd Michelle Dalliston 07961 003352

Diocesan Safeguarding contacts
Diocesan Safeguarding Adviser Bev Huff 01733 887040
Assistant Diocesan Safeguarding Adviser Samantha Jackson 01733 887041
WEBSITES & HELPLINES
www.womensaid.org.uk
www.restoredrelationships.org
www.stopitnow.org.uk
www.scie.org.uk
www.ceop.police.uk
NSPCC - For adults concerned about a child 0808 800 5000
www.nspcc.org.uk
ChildLine - For children and young people on 0800 1111
Action on Elder Abuse helpline 0808 808 8141
24-hour National Domestic Violence Helpline 0808 2000 247
NAPAC – Offer support and advice to adult survivors of childhood abuse
0808 801 0331
Stop It Now – preventing child sexual abuse 0808 1000 900
Cruse – bereavement helpline 0808 808 1677
Samaritans Helpline: 08457 90 90 90
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While looking for something else, I found a copy of “The Monthly Journal of St. Mary’s Higham Ferrers & St. John’s Chelveston” dated 1987!
I keep telling you what a squirrel I am.

This was the last year of Fr. Roger Davison’s incumbency, and he mentions a
visit he had made to Higham, near Rochester, where he had been offered a
retirement semi. He was so happy to be able to continue his priestly ministry
“giving a helping hand” around that parish.
The copy of the Journal I have in my hand is the A4 sized version that was
noisily churned out on the machine that lived in the kitchen of the Clergy
House (Vicarage), then collated and stapled by hand. All typed up I suspect
by Meg Allen. It cost 12p.

On the page titled “This and That” the M.U. gets a mention, they were
looking forward to taking a Chichele Tour, which Harold Newell was to conduct.
Group 74, held a meeting at which Mr. Derek Savoury showed slides telling the German side of WW2.
(For those who remember Group 74 - didn’t we have fun? for those who
don’t - we had fun!)
Linda Bond, our Choir Director, was expected to introduce the choir to “A
new and catching setting to the Gloria”.
The Save the Children Fund had booked a party/disco in the Lancaster
Suite of the Ferrers School - tickets £4 - refreshments included - from Anna
or Barry Sauntson.
Confirmation Classes were underway, and it was stressed that anyone over
12 years of age was welcome to join the classes, “nobody should feel that
they are too old”.

“Dates to note” included, the 20th Anniversary Mass for Fr. John Tearnan,
a Day Pilgrimage to Walsingham to be shared with St. Peter’s Raunds, and
the Induction of Fr. Richard Giles to St. Thomas, Huddersfield.
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“Sunday School” Sue Caulfield-Kearney reported that Class 1 had made
and performed their own Bible Story Puppet Show, Class 2 had been cooking
and freezing apple pies for sale after the Harvest Lunch, and Class 3 had a
Mass based project on the go.
“Finances” show that 4 weeks Parish Giving amounted to £1112-67, the
Chichele Tours had made £675 gross - £530 nett over the summer season,
there had been a £50 donation to Church Restoration in memory of a parishioner and a cheque for £100 from a “well-wisher” who was sorry to hear of
tiresome damage to the fabric of the building.

A sound reinforcement system was being considered.
Work was due to begin on a new gas fired central heating system, (Déjà vu!)
I was interested to read that a national magazine had conducted a survey
which showed that young couples spent on average £3,773 on their weddings
(1987 remember!) This included rings, clothing, photographs, reception,
transport, flowers.
No mention of Church Fees, which at that time were about 1/3 of the cost of
Photography!
THIS WEEK (2021) I was reading “Couples on lower incomes are deterred
from marrying because of the perceived cost”, the Archbishops head of life
events said “ -- last year has shown that intimate weddings ---- can be really
special and meaningful” ( might this be something positive about 2020?)
I think it was a French writer who said “All things change, all things remain
the same”
And - No, dear Reader, I did not find the “something else” - so you may
be regaled with more remembrances from me if it does turn up.
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Many thanks to the Friends of St Mary’s
and the Friends of St John’s who provided
some Christmas lights to light up the
darkness of our churchyards over Christmas
– this year we needed a reminder of light
and hope more than ever and with many
people visiting both churchyards for
exercise during lockdown and to find some
space and peace, the lights twinkling away
on the trees were magical and a reminder
of God’s presence with us.
The lights were solar-powered too – all part
of our Eco-church and garden projects.
Special thanks to Carol Fitzgerald and
Arthur & Anita Wright for organising the
practicalities to produce these sparkling trees!
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BENEFICE CONTACTS
Interim Vicar
T: 01733 569147
Assistant Priest

The Rev. Michelle Dalliston
M: 07961 003352 E: michelleacd@hotmail.co.uk
Reverend Linda Bond
T: 0743 6283002
E: revdlinda52@gmail.com
Assistant Priest
Fr. Paul Needle
M: 07712 463806
E: paulneedle@aol.com
Reader (and Safeguarding Officer)
Brenda Elldred
T: 01933 357708
M: 07816 771702 E: brenda@elldred.co.uk
Benefice Magazine Editor Dave Stuttle
T: 01933 313752
M: 07941 306391 E: stmaryspm@virginmedia.com
Weekly News Sheet
Jane Smeathers
T: 01933 357707
M: 07979 328228 E: jane@smeathers.com
Bede House
Diane Behagg
T: 01933 318856
M: 07939 367387 E: thebedehouse@gmail.com
Chichele Parish Office
Thursday 10:00am – 12:00noon
T: 01933 741140
E: stmarys.higham@gmail.com
ST. MARY’S HIGHAM FERRERS CONTACTS
Caroline Walker
M: 07596 137051 E: walker.snork@outlook.com
Dave Stuttle
T: 01933 313752
M: 07941 306391 E: dchs50@virginmedia.com
Assistant Churchwarden
Darren Robinson
T:
M: 07901 718252 E: dkrobinson@btinternet.com
Health and Safety
Dave Stuttle
T: 01933 313752
M: 07941 306391 E: dchs50@virginmedia.com
Tiny Tots
Diane Behagg
T: 01933 318856
M: 07939 367387 E: dianebehagg@yahoo.co.uk
Morning Worship
Brenda Elldred
T: 01933 357708
M: 07816 771702 E: brenda@elldred.co.uk
Bell Ringers
Bob Dennis
T: 01933 317648
M: 07973 868369 E: bobdennis5007@gmail.com
Director of Music
Keith Green
T: 01933 382240
M: 07788 491703 E: keithandjo@ntlworld.com
Churchwardens
T: 01933 350499

Assistant Priest
T: 01933 626636
Church Wardens

ST. JOHN’S CHELVESTON CONTACTS
Reverend Canon Lesley McCormack
E: mail mccormack26@outlook.com
Arthur Wright
T: 01933 624530
Peggy Deards
T: 01933 622610

Parish Website:

E: aew1933@gmail.com
E: peggy.deards@gmail.com

www.stmarystjohnunited.co.uk
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