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This book is one of two copies of the 1992 Book of Governors of the USA that were 

produced and presented by the 305th Bomb Group Memorial Association. This copy 

was presented to Chelveston-cum-Caldecott Parish Council and the other copy to 

Higham Ferrers Town Council.  These books were presented on the occasion of one of 

the reunion visits to Chelveston in September 1992, in celebration of 50 years since the 

USAAF first came to Britain in World War II. 

 

During World War II, the 305th Bombardment Group (Heavy), known as the “Can Do” 

Group, was stationed at RAF Chelveston (Station 105).  As part of the 40th Combat 

Wing of the 1st Air Division of the US 8th Air Force, the 305th BG(H) consisted of four 

flying squadrons – the 364th, 365th, 366th and the 422nd. Attached were S2 Intelligence, 

the 325th Service Group, the 983rd MP Company, the 413th Air Service Group, the 876th 

Chemical Company, the 1632nd Ordnance MM Company, the 1121st Quarter Master 

Company and the 2nd Station Complement Squadron. 769 valiant members gave their 

lives to preserve freedom for all. The Group flew 480 combat missions, with over 174 of 

their aircraft shot down or destroyed. 

 

A copy of the “Chelveston book” has been made and resides in a display cabinet in the 

parish church of St John the Baptist at Chelveston.  An on-line copy resides on the 

internet on the Chelveston History website (www.chelveston.org.uk/History). 

 

There is a memorial tablet that was mounted on the external east wall of the Church 

Tower in September 1980 and in May 2007 a new memorial was completed in the 

centre of the village beside the B645.  The dedication and unveiling was attended by 15 

US veterans and 39 family members, watched by approx. 400 members of the public. 

 
 

http://www.chelveston.org.uk/History
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